
Keer to Kent

No 59.  Spring 2006                               £1.50

 The Journal of the Arnside/Silverdale AONB Landscape Trust

*PURPLE RAMPING-FUMITORY*         *MORECAMBE BAY PARTNERSHIP*          
*HISTORY OF THE LANDSCAPE TRUST*      *BATS IN THE AONB*   Inside:



                           KEER TO KENT  ISSUE NUMBER 59Page 2

CONTENTS

Front Cover: 
Pierside Pool (Arnside) by Soft Evening 

Light, by Andrew Sier - a prize-
winning photo from the Trust’s 2005 

Photographic Competition

Page 3
Letters to the Editor.

Page 4
Landscape Trust Event.

Open Photographic 
Competition 2006.

Page 5
AONB Matters.

Bracken Bruiser.

Pages 6 & 7
Purple Ramping-Fumitory.

Page 8
Silverdale Midden.

Page 9
New Fauna Website.
Limestone Pavement.

Pages 10 & 11
Morecambe Bay Partnership.

Pages 12 & 13
Brief History of Landscape Trust.

Pages 14 & 15
Bats in the AONB.

Page 16
Local Publications.

Gait Barrows.

Page 17
Leighton Moss.
National Trust.

Page 18
Limestone Heritage Project.

Out and About.

Page 19
Accommodation and Food.

Page 20 
Dates for your Diary.

Keer to Kent
The Journal of the Arnside/Silverdale Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty Landscape Trust
Registered Charity No. 702624              Keer to Kent   ISSN 1362-1424

Editorial

Silverdale 
Computers

(Now part of Black Box 
Computers)

Tell us what you want to do
We’ll advise you what you need
We supply:-

*New and second hand 
Personal Computers 
*Printers *Scanners 

*Multimedia
*Internet connections 

*Repairs and upgrades
Telephone 

01524 389300

 Landscape Trust 
Website

www.arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk
For details of forthcoming lectures 
and events; list of Trust Officers 
and Committee members;  pages 
on Keer to Kent, Coldwell Parrock 
and Teddy Heights; etc.

Terry Keefe
t.keefe@lancaster.ac.uk

Landscape Trust 
Educational 

Bursary
From the academic year 2006-07 onwards, 
the Landscape Trust will be offering an 
Annual Educational Bursary (value 
£500) to a part-time or full-time student 
at a university or other institution of higher 
or further education who is following a 
course leading to a degree or similarly 
recognised award and pursuing a topic or 
project that has particular relevance to the 
Arnside/Silverdale AONB. Priority will be 
given to students from within the AONB 
itself or studying nearby.
  There are no application-forms, but 
applications must be submitted in writing, 
giving: (i) full details of the course of study 
and the specific topic or project concerned, 
with a brief note of confirmation from a 
responsible person in the institution; (ii) 
some indication of financial circumstances. 
Short-listed candidates may be invited to 
make a short presentation to the Landscape 
Trust Management Committee.
  It will be a condition of the award that 
within two months of the completion 
of the year of study concerned, the 
student will submit a written report of 
around 1,000 words to the Committee. If 
appropriate, he/she may be asked to give a 
brief talk to Trust members at their AGM, 
and/or to co-operate in preparing the 
report for publication in Keer to Kent. 
  Details of this scheme will be circulated to 
local Universities and Colleges, and will be 
announced on the Trust’s website, as well 
as elsewhere.
  For the academic year 2006-07, 
applications must be submitted by 31 
May 2006 to David Farrant, 9 Greenacres, 
Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria LA11 7ER, 
to whom any queries should be addressed.

[The Arnside Educational Institute is offering 
a bursary on similar terms, except that the 
special topic/project must relate to Arnside 
and surroundings.  Ed.] 

‘Education’, in the broadest sense of the 
term, is perhaps as important to the AONB 
Unit and the Landscape Trust as countryside 
management itself. Pupils and students 
benefit from, and participate in, the work of 
the Unit much more frequently than may be 
imagined. Both the Office and the Trust have 
it as a major objective, moreover, to spread 
and strengthen environmental awareness in 
all of its aspects.
  It is particularly heartening, therefore, to 
see the Trust, while continuing with all of 
its other work, using some of its resources 
on an Annual Educational Bursary for 
students, all the more so as one of the tangible 
results should be further contributions to this 
journal.
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Letters to the Editor

The D.I.Y Store
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advice and great prices too!
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*Timber Cutting Service

HOUGHTONS
Home Improvement 

and Gift Centre
Park Road, Milnthorpe

Tel 015395 63904
Free Parking

Open 8.30am - 5 pm.  Sat 4 pm
Sunday 10 am - 4 pm

TOTTY’S
The Traditional Jewellers

Proprietor J Peel
All makes of watch, clock, & jewellery 

repairs our speciality
Clock conversions from 
mechanical to quartz

Pearl & bead re-stringing service
Large range of watch straps and bracelets

Batteries for most makes of 
watches  and clocks

Stockist of 

Citizen, Pulsar, Sekonda & Timex watches

www.tottysjewellers.co.uk
4 Queen Street, Morecambe

Tel: 01524 417044

Horse Trespass
In issue 58, Rob Petley-Jones raised the 
matter of ‘illegal’ horse trespass on the 
board walk at Hawes Water. 
  None of the local riders I have spoken 
to would ever allow a horse to walk on a 
wooden suspension path, because of the 
risk of injury. And I do not think that 
there was proof that the damage was 
done by a horse. Perhaps the cause was a 
weakness in the wood, or a particularly 
heavy wheelchair. 
  With reference to riders passing 
through gates provided for disabled 
access, young or slightly more ignorant 
riders (perhaps on ponies) may have 
used such access points because the gates 
look like standard horse gates. 
  In general, bridleways in the area 
are poorly researched, designed and 
managed. Hawes Water itself does not 
have the standard equestrian-friendly 
gate with an easy-opening mechanism 
that it ought to have. It is difficult for 
some less-abled riders to dismount, 
unfiddle the latch, turn the horse around 
and re-fasten the gate. And it is hardly 
worth all of the effort, since the path 
surface is too stony to be suitable for 
horses and provides only five minutes’ 
ride before the rider has to turn back. A 
similar situation is to be found on Black 
Dyke Bridleway.
  These fragmented bridleways are a 
problem, since so much road work needs 
to be done to get to them that the object 
of safe off-road riding is defeated. What is 
really ‘selfish’ is the ‘manicuring’ of these 
access routes. Species diversity does not 
care for tidy, well-groomed hedge and 
tree lines, or mud-free paths. A few more 
paths should be made suitable for rider 
and horse. Walker-oriented conservation 

bodies forget that horses are part of the 
countryside, an environmentally friendly 
way of transport, and a traditional and 
increasingly popular asset to rural life.
  Rather than being marginalised, access 
for off-road riding should be put first 
for once, as the roads are increasingly 
unsuitable for riding and accidents 
become more and more likely. 

E.R.Banks

[Dave Askew writes: ‘The AONB Service 
has no statutory powers with regard to 
the improvement or maintenance of the 
Public Rights of Way Network within 
the Area. We can only deliver a better 
network by working with landowners and 
through co-operation with the Highway 
Authorities with responsibilities for 
footpaths and bridleways.’  
And Rob Petley-Jones writes: ‘I am 
sure E.R.Banks will be pleased to know 
that English Nature have recently 
established a permissive horse route 
from the Challan Hall bridleway to the 
Silverdale Road where the route passes 
into Challan Hall Allotments.  This 
work was carried out for us by Richard 
Bamforth and his contractors under the 
Limestone Heritage Project. This will 
ensure that horse riders can pass safely 
through the woodland, allowing them 
to avoid the hazardous road conditions 
on the increasingly busy adjacent 
Silverdale Road.  All I would ask is 
that horse riders take care when passing 
through the National Nature Reserve, 
and respect the other users of the route.  
It goes without saying that they should 
remain on the horse route at all times.
  Perhaps together we should all look at 

[NOTE. With a few exceptions for very specific 
reasons, I publish all letters that come in, 
however controversial (though I have to 
reserve the right to edit them - on grounds of 
length and/or style, not content).
  Currently, there are very few letters of any 
kind to the editor, and I can only once more 
encourage readers to write or email in, to 
engage in debate or for any other legitimate 
purpose. In 1989 the letters page seemed to be 
dying, but there have been phases since when 
each issue contained half a dozen or more. 
  There will be an opportunity to discuss 
this and any other matters concerning the 
journal at the ‘20 Years of Keer to Kent’ 
celebration event on 26 September.   Ed.]  

whether the speed limits that operate on 
the roads in the AONB are appropriate 
to the land and to the variety of their 
users….’]
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Landscape Trust Event

Eaves Lee Barn Craft & Design
(Ray Blacklee)

Specialising in Hand Crafted 
Metalwork

★Commission work/design
★Repairs and restoration

★Sculpture ★Craft Courses

Waterslack, Silverdale
Tel/Fax: 01524 701761

Organic Cheese-Making, 19th 
October 2005 

Bob Kitching of Leagram Organic Dairy 
provided a most entertaining evening. 
Cheese-making is part science, part black 
magic and just a little bit naughty. Or so 
it seems after experiencing his talk and 
demonstration. Throughout the evening 
we were entertained, to the point of 
uncontrolled laughter, by carefully timed 
and delightfully risqué anecdotes relating 
to his role in the development of Leagram 
Organic Dairy and his travels promoting 
Lancashire cheese both on the radio and at 
agricultural shows the length and breadth 
of the country.
  Having first persuaded the audience that 
whole milk is 96% fat-free, Bob Kitching 
told us that cheese-making starts with 
an orgy!! He then started an accelerated 
cheese-making process to condense a seven-
hour production cycle into a one-hour 
demonstration. For the demonstration he 
poured two gallons of pasteurised organic 
whole milk into a fish tank; a culture 
and some rennet were added to start the 
reaction that produces the curds. Rennet, 
we were informed, came originally from a 
calf ’s stomach, but now the conventional 
practice is to use a mould extract. 
  To allow time for the mixture to ‘gel’, 
Bob Kitching told the audience about the 
different types of cheese that are produced 
by Leagram Dairy. Colouring is added to 
cheese to cater for regional preferences, 
but there is no difference to the flavour 
of the cheese with a colour additive. Blue 
cheese has a mould added, and during 
the latter stages of the production cycle 
stainless steel pins are inserted to allow air 
to penetrate; this encourages the mould to 
spread throughout the cheese. 
  After these explanations, the cheese that he 
was making had emulsified into a junket. It 
is at this stage that variations to cheese types 
can be made if required. For example, if 
boiling water is added it will kill the culture 
so that cottage cheese can be produced. The 
demonstration continued with the junket 
being run into a cheese cloth, letting the 
resulting whey filter out into a container, 
with a reduction of 85% in volume of 
the liquid. To produce two ounces of 
cheese one pint of milk is used. Whey, 
which has a good food value, is removed 
from the cheese manufacturing plant by 
specialist companies to be converted into 
a powder form, this product being widely 
used by food confectioners. When all of 
the whey has been completely drained 
off, salt is added to the resulting crumbly 

mass. Salt slows down the culture action, 
improves the taste and additionally dries 
and preserves the cheese.
  At this stage the cheese was approximately 
four inches in diameter and two inches 
deep. Bob Kitching then placed it in a 
cheese press, but as part of the ‘high speed 
cheese-production demonstration’, he 
then produced a cheese press containing 
a cheese that had been made twelve 
hours earlier. This one was quite firm in 
structure. It was explained that in the dairy 
the cheese at this stage is turned by hand 
every twelve hours, so that it dries evenly. 
After the drying stage has been completed 
the cheeses are dipped into a hot wax to 
retain some moisture, but they are still 
turned every four weeks until considered 
mature. The rule of thumb is that the 
longer the maturing cycle, the stronger the 
taste of the cheese.
  A member of the audience asked why it is 
that the production of the cheese takes so 
long (seven hours), yet the demonstration 
to make what looked like a very good 
cheese was only sixty minutes? The answer 
was that the longer the culture period, the 
better the quality of cheese for marketing. 
The demonstration cheese may look good, 
but the taste will not be very pleasant.
  At the end of the demonstration Bob 
Kitching put out some samples of the 
different cheeses produced by Leagram 
Organic Dairy; these included Lancashire 
Blue, Lancashire Sheep’s, Lancashire 
Creamy, Lancashire Crumbly and 
Lancashire Tasty (Mature). The crush 
at the sampling table and the line of 
customers eager to purchase his wares 
was proof enough that Bob Kitching is a 
Master Cheese Maker.

Jill Smith

Landscape Trust 
Photographic 

Competition 2006
Entries are invited from adults 
and young people (16 years and 
under) in the following categories:-

Adults
A. Landscape (which may include  
     buildings ) in our AONB.
B. Natural History of our AONB.
C. Finding Fifty in our AONB.
(2006 is the 50th anniversary of the 
first AONB. Category C  celebrates 
this by asking you to focus on some 
aspect of the number.) 

Young people (16 years or under)
D. Photographs of the AONB 
(which can include views, buildings, 
animals and plants, as well as 
people, activities, etc ).

Entries are required by 7th 
September 2006, in black and 
white or colour, in the form of 
prints mounted on card from adults 
(no framed photographs), and 
mounted or unmounted prints from 
young people. They should be 
between 6in x 4in and A3, and be 
limited to three in each category.

Competitors must complete an 
entry form, available after 1st July 
with the summer Keer to Kent, 
on the AONB Landscape Trust 
website, or from the AONB Office.

Prizes for each category are:-
1st Prize £25,  2nd Prize £15, and 

3rd Prize £10.

All the entries will be on display on 
Friday 13th Oct 2006 at 7.30pm 
in the Gaskell Hall, Silverdale 
(admission free), when the winners 
will be announced; and in the 
Gaskell Hall on Saturday and 
Sunday 14th and 15th October.

In advance of the exhibition, ‘Past, 
Present and Future’, at Heron Corn 
Mill, Beetham on 29/30 April, Rik 
Marsden would welcome sight of old 
photos of the area and the opportunity 
to record (or have copies of ) oral 
histories. Tel. 01524 734873. 
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AONB Executive Committee

While out walking in the north Bowland 
area last summer, Jim McQueen came 
upon the sight of a man breaking 
bracken by guiding a horse and 
roller along the hillside, and he was 
surprised to see that this traditional 
type of countryside management is 
still practised. It seems that the work 
was being funded by English Nature, 
through a contract covering a small 
number of its sites.
  Sometimes known as ‘bracken bashing’, 
the method has also been used on 
sloping fields in the Nidderdale AONB, 
as part of preparations for tree-planting. 
It is a very effective way of weakening 
bracken, is cheaper than conventional 
spraying, and is environmentally 
friendly. 

Horse and roller breaking bracken near Austwick. Photo courtesy of Ken Johnson.

The Bracken Bruiser

BARRIE ATKINSON

TV VIDEO HI-FI
SALES AND SERVICE

PROMPT AND 
RELIABLE SERVICE

PHONE 
015395 60565
OR MOBILE

07944 381986

Arnside and Silverdale Parish Councils 
have both been awarded (by different 
county panels) ‘Quality Parish’ status. 
Fewer than 3% of all Councils have 
this status, which will give them the 
opportunity of more powers and more 
funding in the future.

At the committee meeting on 25 January, 
the AONB Unit was given the authority to 
pursue the possibility of a number of major 
projects and developments for the coming 
years.
  Because the Unit’s present office premises 
are too small and it has to keep equipment 
on different sites, it will look into the 
feasibility of leasing the vacant Slackwood 
Farm, Silverdale. Exciting prospects here 
include not only the restoration of a 17th-
century building and its barns, but also 
the creation of a centre of excellence for 
local crafts and an outlet for local produce. 
Taking account of major changes in the 
funding of farming, the project would 
also hope to secure the long-term future 
of conservation grazing in the AONB and 
develop herb-rich grassland around the 

farm. Sources of UK and European funding 
- around £1 million will be required - have 
been identified.
  A similar sum would have to be raised 
for Landscape Partnership Schemes which 
would be natural successors to the Limestone 
Heritage Project, due to end in 2007. These 
would centre, in appropriately different 
ways, on the ‘Three Towers’ (Arnside, 
Beetham and Hazelslack), the Hawes Water 
basin, and the Iron-Age hill-fort on Warton 
Crag. Grasslands, woodlands, limestone 
pavements and geomorphology would all be 
part of the focus, and in these cases, as with 
the Slackwood Farm project, interpretation 
and conservation of our heritage would 
be central, with education and vocational 
training constituting crucial features of the 
package.
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Along the margins of arable fields, or 
in roadside hedgerows, or on disturbed 
waste-ground, the small, tubular, 
pink-purple flowers of fumitories can 
sometimes be seen, typically growing 
in a sprawling fashion amongst other 
vegetation. There are several closely-
related species of fumitory which 
commonly grow in such places but if 
you see a fumitory in Lancashire, it is 
worth taking a closer look: you could 
be looking at one of the country’s rarest 
plants.   
  Purple Ramping-fumitory Fumaria 
purpurea is extremely uncommon in 
Britain and occurs nowhere else in the 
world outside the British Isles. Most 
plants are found on or near the western 
coast of Britain, from Hampshire in 
the south northwards to the Orkneys. 
Its three strongholds are Cornwall, the 
Orkneys and Lancashire. 

  Purple Ramping-fumitory is  a 
robust climbing annual which flowers 
throughout the summer between March 
and November. The seed appears to be 
quite long-lived, possibly up to 40 years, 
and germination occurs mainly in the 
spring, but can occur in the summer. 
Its distribution has declined rapidly 
throughout the country due to the 
intensification of arable farming. It is 
currently a nationally scarce species and 
has been identified as a Priority Species 
for biodiversity action within the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).  

Purple Ramping-Fumitory
by Graeme Skelcher

Fumaria purpurea Scarisbrick

Identification
The genus Fumaria is composed of 
10 closely-related species in Britain, 
which are often confused. Properly 
developed flowers, which are generally 
produced from April to June and 
sometimes in September, are critical for 
identification. In hot sunny weather in 
mid-summer, flowers do not generally 
develop properly (often being small and 
pale) and plants often shrivel up.  
  In north-west England, there are just 

Fumaria muralis Martin Mere

five fumitory species which might be 
seen:-  
.  Purple Ramping-fumitory has pink-
purple flowers (with darker purple-
tipped petals) which are typically 
relatively large (up to 13 mm long), 
growing in a dense head (typically 20 or 
more flowers per flowering spike). The 
key to identification, however, is the 
sepal (the small, usually white, floral leaf 
attached to the side of each flower). The 
sepals of the Purple Ramping-fumitory 

Fumaria purpurea Scarisbrick
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Fumaria bastardii Preesall

Fumaria officinalis Lancaster

are generally larger than those of other 
related species (usually around 6 mm 
long) and, critically, have an elongated, 
almost oblong, rather than round shape.
. C o m m o n  R a m p i n g - f u m i t o r y, 
Fumaria muralis, has quite large flowers 
(though usually no more than 11 mm 
in length) in a looser head (usually no 
more than 15 flowers per spike) and 
fairly large sepals (3 - 5 mm long), but 
the sepals have a much rounder shape. 
. Common  Fumi to r y,  Fumar i a 
officinalis, is quite easily distinguished, 
typically having much smaller flowers 
(6 - 8 mm) in a dense head (up to 40 
flowers per spike) and small (2 mm), 
fairly round sepals.  
. Tall Ramping-fumitory, Fumaria 
bastardii, has flowers 9 - 11 mm in 
length, but has small sepals just 3 mm 
in length.  
. White Ramping-fumitory, Fumaria 
capreolata, has large flowers (10 - 14 
mm in length) and large oval sepals (4 
- 6 mm in length) but the flowers are a 
creamy-white in colour with blackish-
red tipped petals. 

Present distribution in 
Lancashire

Purple Ramping-fumitory has been 
widely recorded in the past from 
north and west Lancashire, including 
several localities in Silverdale, Warton, 
Carnforth, Morecambe and Lancaster.  
However, recent surveys have found 
that plants currently occur mostly in 
the arable areas of west Lancashire, 
around the Wyre Estuary and along 
the Sefton Coast. In a 2004 survey, 
Purple Ramping-fumitory was found 
in a wide range of disturbed habitats 
including arable margins, road and car 

park verges, disturbed soil and rubble at 
the edge of non-agricultural sites, beside 
gravestones in managed cemeteries, in 
sea-defence concrete and rubble, and at 
the margins of sand-dune.
  The loss of Purple Ramping-fumitory 
from some of its historic haunts in north 
Lancashire may be due to the conversion 
of arable farming to pasture, but many 
of the more recent losses may be due to 
the loss of waste-ground, particularly 
in Lancaster, where many of the waste 
sites of the 1980s have been converted 
into car parks or have undergone other 
development, while the formerly rough 
cycle track along the Lune valley has 
been tidied and re-surfaced. Plants 
persisting in this area appear now to be 
coastal, with recent records from Bazil 
Point and Sunderland Point on the 
Lune Estuary and near Jenny Brown’s 
Point in Silverdale. 

Conservation
The reasons for the decline of Purple 
Ramping-fumitory in this country include 
the widespread use of herbicides and 
fertilisers, the development of highly 
productive crop varieties with which 
fumitories are poorly competitive, the 
destruction of hedge banks and other field-
edge habitats, the demise of traditional 
crop rotations, and the conversion of 
arable and horticultural land to pasture. 
  In 2004, English Nature began a 
project with partner organisations 
to search for the plant in its former 
haunts and to contact owners of land 
where Purple Ramping-fumitory is 
still present, in order to provide advice 
on conservation management which 
will aid the conservation of this plant 
and other arable ‘weeds’. It is hoped 
that a number of sites distributed 
throughout the region can be established 
as ‘demonstration sites’, where the plant 
may be seen and good practice can be 
observed by interested parties.  English 
Nature is also working with Landlife UK 
Ltd, based at the National Wildflower 
Centre in Knowsley, to collect seeds 
which can be used to re-introduce the 
plant to places where it has been lost.  
  English Nature is keen to identify as 
many sites as possible where Purple 
Ramping - fumi to r y  i s  p re s en t l y 
found, and also suitable places within 
Lancashire where it could be introduced. 
If you think you know somewhere 
where it can still be found, or if you 
are a landowner interested in helping 
to conserve the plant, English Nature 
would like to hear from you.  Please 
contact Jon Hickling, Conservation 
Officer, English Nature Cheshire-to-
Lancashire Team, Pier House, Wallgate, 
Wigan WN3 4AL; tel. 01942 820342.
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line below. The AN plus the ER clearly 
suggested Lancaster - the positioning of 
the pieces reinforced the idea and it was a 
long place name. On the top line, though, 
what was the name for which we had so 
tantalisingly few letters?  To add to the 
GTON we had the O with what looked 
like part of a B before it. The solution came 
suddenly: the name was Boddington. 
  We had enough pieces by now to know 
the exact dates of birth and death. Further 
research revealed that those dates matched 
exactly those of Henry Boddington, and a 
visit to the cemetery in Silverdale confirmed 
everything. Henry Boddington’s grave is one 
of the first to meet the eye inside the gate, a 
large square enclosure consisting of a low 
stone balustrade with quatrefoil piercing. A 
plain stone cross stands on a plinth on which 
are carved the words, all in capital letters:

HENRY BODDINGTON,
OF MANCHESTER,

AND OF THE COVE IN THIS 
PARISH,

BORN AT THAME, OXON, 
DECEMBER 18TH 1813,

DIED AT SILVERDALE, AUGUST 
18TH 1886.

  The marble fragments from the shore carry 
exactly the same words, carved in relief in the 
same lettering, with the same punctuation. 
There seems no doubt that the two pieces 
of stone were carved at the same time, by 
the same mason, but why? Had there been 
an accident during the carving and the first 
attempt been subsequently thrown away? 
But the broken pieces would in such a case 
have remained in the stonemason’s yard, not 
carted all the way to the seashore. Moreover 
the broken pieces are from a tablet of costly 
white marble – not local sandstone or other 
local stone – which was most likely intended 
for display indoors. 
  Quite possibly the marble copy was 
intended to be fixed to the wall of the 

ARTHUR WALKER
Motor Engineer

Beach Garage
Shore Road, Silverdale

Servicing, Repairs and 
Maintenance to all vehicles

M.O.T. Testing, 
Tyres, Batteries, Exhausts

Service interval lights and 
computer re-setting 

carried out on all vehicles

Telephone 01524 701 600

The Silverdale Midden: A Particular Puzzle

The most puzzling find of all emerging 
from the crumbling turf of Silverdale 
Cove, in the autumn of 2004 (see issue 
58, on the Silverdale midden), was a 
collection of broken fragments of what 
appeared to be some sort of gravestone 
or memorial stone; one of high quality, 
too, made of white marble with raised 
rather than incised lettering. My little 
granddaughter, aged ten, discovered the 
first piece and asked the adults what it 
meant. The letters read:

TON
ER

  I explained that the three capital letters were 
probably from the end of someone’s surname 
rather than a place name. She suggested that 
the ‘ER’ letters were from the name of Peter, 
and I said I thought that it was unlikely, 
that it was probably the town where the 
person, whose name unfortunately we had 
not got, had come from.  
  As the ER letters looked as though they 
had a letter T in front of them, I thought 
the town might be Lancaster. It wasn’t 
much to go on, but we found several 
other pieces of the same monument, one 
of which gave us the years 1813 and 1886, 
surely the dates of the birth and death of 
the unknown person.  
  A day or two later there had been more 
erosion of the turf, and we recovered more 
pieces of marble with more inscribed 
detail. The months of December and 
August were clear to see, and on another 
portion, two place names, Thame (in 
Oxfordshire) and Silverdale itself.  
  There seemed no doubt of what the 
sea had uncovered, but why were these 
important bits of marble lying on the 
beach, and who was the man or woman 
they commemorated? Looking at the first 
fragment again, I could see that the letters 
TON were preceded by part of the letter 
G. On another piece there was the letter O 
on the top line and the letters AN on the 

by Richard Norman new church dedicated to Saint John, for 
which Henry Boddington, then head of 
the famous Manchester brewing family, 
had made substantial contributions. It 
is indeed surprising that no memorial 
exists in the church to such a wealthy and 
influential local man who had been one of 
the leading lights in the building of Saint 
John’s, which was consecrated only a few 
weeks before Mr. Boddington died. 
  If the marble tablet was intended for 
the new church, why was it never put in 
place? Did it remain stored away at Cove 
House, perhaps even fixed up in Henry’s 
beloved gazebo or summerhouse, until 
the family moved away from Silverdale? 
But how did it come to be broken in so 
many pieces, and why was it added to the 
accumulating refuse on the seashore? 
   Like the deliberate archaeological 
activity of man, the sea’s casual uncovering 
of human refuse poses more questions 
than it answers.

[At the age of 19, Henry Boddington was 
employed as a ‘traveller’ for the Strangeways 
Brewery in Manchester, in which he rose 
rapidly to become a partner and then sole 
owner. Towards the end of his career, his son 
Henry Jnr became involved, and the Brewery 
was renamed Henry Boddington and Son.
  It is clear that when, on his retirement, Henry 
Snr moved to Silverdale with his family, he 
became active in church and village life. 
  Money from the Boddington family provided 
the site for, and went quite a way to paying 
for, the building of Silverdale School on 
Emesgate Lane, which celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in 1997. The Westmorland 
Gazette of 30 May 1997 shows a photograph 
of one of Henry’s sons, laying the foundation 
stone for the school.   Ed.]
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New Website 
The Tullie House Museum in Carlisle 
(which is a member of the Cumbria 
Biological Data Network) has launched a 
new interactive website called The Virtual 
Fauna of Lakeland, at

www.lakelandwildlife.co.uk
Grant-aided by Cumbria County 
Council and English Nature, it draws on 
information collected by the Museum 
itself on the distribution of wildlife in 
Cumbria. Some of its records go back over 
200 years, but most have been collected 
since 1990. 
  This information can be searched via 
a particular word or phrase, through  
particular species, or - more unusually - by 
(Cumbrian) parish. Hence, for instance, 
under ‘True Bugs’, two kinds of plantbug 
or grassbug are recorded in Beetham, 
most recently in 1993; and a jumping 
plantlouse in1971.
 Interaction via parish can therefore produce 
useful lists and results that constitute 
general guides. But, unfortunately, it 
seems that in the case of many categories 
and many parishes ‘most recent records’ 
are rarely later than 2000. This should 
encourage viewers of the site to respond to 
the invitation to send in their own data, by 
post or email.
  The ‘Species’ link, on the other hand, 
is already a rich and valuable one. The 
details that it offers in location-maps and 
timing-charts are more up-to-date, and 
the descriptions of individual species are 
authoritative. 
  The photos and graphics are excellent 
and there is no doubt that the site will 
be added to and improved over the years. 
The intention is presumably to set up a 
similar site for Cumbrian Flora.

Limestone 
Pavement

The Limestone Pavement Action Group 
has launched a report called Shattered 
Stone, which shows that limestone 
pavement outcrops - intrinsically 
valuable, as well as providing important 
habitats for flora and fauna -  continue to 
be threatened (despite the legal measures 

that have been in force since the 1980s) 
by the sale of stone to garden centres 
and stone merchants. In some cases the 
stone is being sold under names that may 
disguise its protected status.
  Its attractiveness for the rock-garden and 
water-feature trade is self-evident, but it 
is argued that retailers often have little 
knowledge of the environmental issues 
surrounding its exploitation. The LPA 
Group is seeking to raise awareness of the 
damage caused by the stone’s removal.

  This matter is clearly one of considerable 
potential significance for our own AONB 
and for Cumbria as a whole. More 
information can be found at:

www.limestone-pavements.org.uk
from where the report can be downloaded.

MORECAMBE BAY            
GANSEY

Next winter, turn down the 
central heating and put on 

a woolly jumper!
F isher  Ganseys  and 
accessories in handspun, 
handknit, local organic 

wool.
For leaflet and details,  

phone Kate Schofield: 
07901 688484

We can help with
 all your legal 

problems.
See us first.

David Baines
Solicitors

(incorporating Griffiths Jones)

9 Northumberland Street
Morecambe LA4 4AU
Tel (01524) 832379
Fax (01524) 412839

We have a range of exciting traditional 
and contemporary art, crafts, gifts, 

glassware, ceramics, pottery & 
designer jewellery.

Professional picture-framing service.

Freshly prepared light snacks, soup, 
lunches, coffee, teas & delicious 
homemade cakes and scones.

Evening menu available Friday & 
Saturday. Booking advisable.

Open 10.30am - 5.00pm
Closed Mondays

Lindeth Road, Silverdale.
Tel: 01524 701405
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The Morecambe Bay Partnership 

by David Farrant

M.B. Partnership AGM 
and Conference 2005

Most of us are well aware that Morecambe 
Bay is the second largest in the UK, and of the 
great importance of its landscapes, habitats 
and biodiversity; we are also conscious of 
the array of industries around it, including 
tourism and recreation. All of this makes for 
a wide range of businesses, key organisations 
and authorities – administrative and 
environmental – in the area, all with different 
interests to represent. 
  In 1995 a number of working groups 
established a Morecambe Bay Strategy, 
comprising eight objectives and a series 
of policies relating to each (over 1000 
individuals and organisations were involved 
in its preparation). This Strategy provided the 
foundation for a partnership between users 
and regulators of the Bay seeking to build an 
economically prosperous and environmentally 
sustainable future for the communities, and 
for the natural and man-made features which 

make the Bay distinctive.
  The Morecambe Bay Partnership is a 
small local charity that runs community 
and education projects, and seeks to improve 
communication and co-ordination. It has 
10 Trustees, who meet every six weeks to 
discuss activities and advise on funding, 

work programmes, and future projects. 
MBP has some 30 funding partners and its 
Annual Conference reaches out to over 350 
organisations. Its Cockling Seminar in April 
2005 attracted over 150 people, and the 
Coastal & Marine Heritage and Archaeology 
Seminar in May over 90. Other prominent 
activities include the BeachCare programme, 
and educational initiatives like Thinking on 
the Edge, a teachers’ guide for developing 
citizenship and environmental awareness in 
schoolchildren. 
   The MBP website (www.morecambebay.org.
uk) is an invaluable source of information on 
the Bay, as well as the Partnership itself. A 
variety of publications can be downloaded 
from it and it displays very useful links. The 
MBP office is at 32 Market Place, Kendal, 
and its Officer, Susannah Bleakley, can 
be contacted on 01539 734888 (or via  
info@morecambebay.org.uk).

In October there were just over 130 
delegates at Barrow Town Hall for the 
Morecambe Bay Partnership AGM and 
Conference. Both the Chair and Vice-
Chair, (Captain Graham MacLean and 
Captain John Green), were re-elected 
for another year, as were the Trustees. 
The vacant post of BeachCare Officer 
would not be filled until further funding 
was secured, but Donna Lewis would be 
replaced as Partnership Office Manager as 
soon as possible. 
  Steve Atkins, who has replaced Jim 
Andrews as the Chief Executive of the 
Fisheries Committee, gave updated 
information on the management of the 
cockles and mussels in Morecambe Bay, 
comparing the latest density figures for 
young cockles in the four main beds with 
those at the curtailment of fishing earlier 
in the year. The intention was to re-open 
the Flookburgh and Pilling beds but leave 
the Warton and Middleton beds closed to 
allow further time for the cockle stock to 
re-establish itself. It was anticipated that 
a bye-law would come into operation in 
2006 enabling all the beds to be closed 
between 1st April and 31st August, to 
protect the cockles during their breeding 
season. A Marine Bill is scheduled to 
come into force in 2008 that it is hoped 
will address many of the issues that have 
arisen in the past few years in Morecambe 

Bay. While in 2003 5,000 tons of cockles 
were removed from the Bay, with a value 
of £3.5 million, in 2004 these figures 
doubled. There was much debate about 
the best ways of controlling the level of 
harvesting and the issuing of permits to 
itinerant gangs of cocklers, yet securing 
the livelihood of local fishermen.
  The distribution 
and state of the 
h o n e y c o m b 
worm reefs on 
the  Cumbr ia 
and North West 
Coast has been 
mapped, and a 

leaflet describing the natural history 
and conservation requirements has 
been published by English Nature and 
Cumbria Wildlife Trust.
   Impressive statistics were presented on 
the success of the BeachCare project. 
Since 2003 1,353 people have taken 
part in 87 events, mainly on beach 
cleans. 10,517 tons of rubbish were 

removed from 20 beaches. 596 cans, 242 
glass items and 1,322 plastic bags were 
collected from these beaches, saving them 
from going to landfill sites. Following 
a beach clean on Walney Island, a very 
successful beach-art workshop was held 
the next day using the collected ‘rubbish’, 
along with natural beach materials. 

  Following on from 
the very successful 
and well-established 
Blue Flag awards 
for clean bathing 
beaches, a similar 
scheme is being 
p r o p o s e d  f o r 

monitoring clean non-bathing beaches. 
One of the possible areas to be covered by 
a pilot scheme is Morecambe Bay, but so 
far there is no confirmed date in place.
  As a result of the improved water quality 
in Morecambe Bay and the increase 
in water temperatures, there have been 
more leatherback turtles entering the Bay 
area as they follow jellyfish that are now 

Honeycomb Worm Reefs. (Photos: ‘Marine Wildlife’ © Paul Kay)
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appearing in greater numbers for the 
same reason. When an autopsy has been 
performed on the turtles that have been 
found washed up on beaches, it has been 
discovered that they have swallowed a 
balloon (a semi-deflated balloon on the sea 
surface has the appearance of a jellyfish). 
This has prevented feeding and resulted 
in starvation. The balloons come from 
the traditional races that take place at fêtes 
and similar events during the summer. 
It will now be recommended that any 
organisation considering a balloon 
race should make contact with Marine 
Conservation to discuss the alternatives.

The leatherback turtle. (Photo from the 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust)

   Ged McAllister talked about the very 
dynamic nature of the Bay and its physical 
characteristics. The influences on it 
include the freshwater run-off from the 
estuaries; the very large tidal range, which 
can be up to 10 metres (30 feet); the 100 
mile ‘fetch’ into the Bay from the Irish 
Sea; and the very large volumes of water 
entering the Bay every day. A comparison 
was made with the Niagara Falls: it has 
been calculated that while there is peak 
flow over the Falls of 169,000 million 
m3 of water, the Bay has a peak flow of 
10,000,000 million m3. These factors 
have to be taken into consideration when 
planning any sea-defence work in the area.
  A paper on the ‘Regional Spatial Strategy’ 
was given by Michael Gallagher from 
the North West Regional Assembly. He 
discussed the strategy for housing and  
supporting infrastructure requirements 
in the North West. 80% of the region 
is classified as rural, with the main 
population corridors centred on Preston, 
Manchester, Liverpool and Chester. The 
area’s existing population is greater than 
that of either Scotland or Wales (and some 
of the smaller EU countries). Debate from 
the floor centred on the status of Lancaster 
and area, when the main focus of the 
NWRA appeared to be on the south of 
the region. There were also comments 
on how any proposed expansion to 
housing in village environments was to be 
calculated. 
 Mike Baker of West Lakes Renaissance 
presented a paper on the ‘Barrow Port 
Master Plan’, the aim of the plan being 
to safeguard and enhance the natural 

environment and to develop sustainable 
social and economic benefits for Barrow. 
Following an earlier Heritage Conference, 
funding was made available to develop 
the ‘Islands of Barrow Master Plan’, and 
future developments are now based on this 
document. Commercial and recreational 
areas are currently being either developed 
or planned. A central feature is the 
proposed marina area. One of the ideas 
for gaining access to the dock in which the 
marina facilities will be located involves 
the construction of a transportable lock 
that will carry up to four yachts. When 
the yachts have entered and the entry 
doors have been automatically secured, 
the ‘transporter’  will be lifted by raising 
the water level in a conventional lock. 
After reaching the required height, it will 
be picked up by a set of wheels and moved 
across a short stretch of land with the 
yachts floating inside. The procedure will 
then be reversed at the entry point to the 
marina. (The alternative to this innovative 
solution is the construction of a channel 
with locks at the entry and exit points of 
the marina.) The large existing lock to the 

dock area cannot be used for yachts, since 
it was constructed for the use of nuclear 
submarines and warships: the turbulence 
of the considerable volumes of water 
involved would overpower smaller craft. 
Careful planning is taking place for the 
stability and enhancement of the existing 
wildlife habitat in the development area, 
and further areas of habitat are also being 
established.  
   Though there was no related paper 
at the Conference, there was a display 
featuring the Barrow Offshore Wind 
Farm. This is being developed by the 
British and Danish energy groups Centrica 
and DONG. The wind farm is sited in 
the East Irish Sea, about 7km south-west 
of Walney Island. It will comprise 30 wind 
turbines, supplying power to the existing 
grid system at Heysham via buried sub-sea 
and onshore cables. Centrica’s subsidiary, 
British Gas, will take all the electricity 
produced under a long-term power- 
purchase agreement. It is calculated that 
the annual production from the wind 
farm will be capable of supplying 30% 
of all households in Cumbria, and it will 
have an operational life of 20 years. Each 
turbine tower will be 75m high, with 
a rotor diameter of 90m, giving a total 
height to the blade-tip of 120m. The 
towers are made of steel and are bolted 
on to steel monopile foundations on 
the sea bed; the blades are made from 
reinforced glass fibre. Construction work 
is on schedule to start supplying power to 
the grid system in 2006.
  Also displaying material at the 
Conference was Seasalter (Walney), who 
produce oyster seed at their hatchery-
nursery and growing-on operation on 
Walney Island. From the Morecambe 
Bay site the part-grown oysters are then 
sent to Whitstable for final growing-on to 
the  commercial size and for marketing at 
outlets in London and the South.

At an MBP Coastal & Marine Heritage 
and Archaeology conference last May, 
Richard Newman talked of the threat 
to the chimney at Jenny Brown’s Point 
from shoreline erosion. About half a mile 
away, the impressive causeway and 
quayside structure have already been 
seriously damaged by the force of the 

tides. (Photos: Tony Riden)
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A Brief History of the Landscape Trust

The Arnside/Silverdale Area was 
designated as an AONB in 1972 (soon 
after it was announced, following a public 
enquiry, that the Barrow (Arnside) Link 
Road would not be built). Its Joint Parishes 
Committee - founded in 1974 - did 
invaluable work in relation to planning for 
some years, before deciding that it should 
be more than a ‘watch dog’ and formulate 
positive policies. It initiated a three-year 
Land Management Study, funded by the 
Countryside Commission, in 1979, to 
look at the ‘key issues’ of recreation, nature 
conservation and development. This 
study recommended, among many other 
things, that a Countryside Management 
Service (CMS) be established to undertake 
practical conservation work, and that a 
Charitable Trust be formed to secure the 
continued financing and organisation of 
this Service. 
  In autumn 1984, the first Countryside 
Officer (Jeff Redgrave) was appointed, and 
the Landscape Trust was formally launched 
at Dallam Tower on 20 September 1986. 
It was set up as a limited company, the 
intention being that it should eventually 
take over the administration of the CMS 
and employment of its officers. Elizabeth 
Davis, assistant to Jeff Redgrave, became 
the editor of Keer to Kent, the first issue of 
which also came out in September 1986.

  The official launch, followed by evening 
meetings at Silverdale, Yealand Conyers, 
Arnside, Storth, and Warton, was 
attended by over 100 invited guests, the 
gathering being addressed by Sir Derek 
Barber, Chairman of the Countryside 

  Much of the early countryside-
management work was carried out by 
Manpower Services Commission (MSC) 
workers and volunteers, allowing Jeff 
Redgrave to spend most of the very small 
budget on materials. Regular voluntary 
working parties were set up in the autumn 
of 1986. 
  In the early spring of 1987 a team 
of previously unemployed people were 
engaged by the MSC to begin work 
on converting Arnside Station for use 
as offices and workshops for the CMS, 
which operated from the building (painted 
in its original railway colours) from the 
beginning of January 1988. At this time, 

What follows may help to clarify the distinction between the Landscape Trust and what is now the AONB Unit (formerly the Countryside 
Management Service) - so often ill-understood. But it is  unavoidable that it should refer to landmarks in the history of both, because of 
the indispensable interaction and co-operation between the two organisations. 
  Little more than the bare bones of the story are here: readers are more than welcome to send in additional information or personal 
recollections. In any case, only a much more substantial piece could avoid the distortion arising from the necessary omission of a detailed 
account of  the two continuing programmes that perhaps constitute the heart of the Landscape Trust’s contribution to the AONB: (i) the 
truly remarkable amount and range of countryside-management work carried out by the Trust’s members over so many years; and (ii) 
the very impressive schedule of Trust events organised over the same period, from walks and talks, and coffee mornings and open days, to 
dances and dinners – many of them (especially from 1993 onwards) reported on in Keer to Kent. There would be room in the journal for a 
history of either of these activities in its own right, and equally welcome would be some kind of delineation of (iii) the enormous additions 
to knowledge and understanding of the AONB brought by the articles and letters in Keer to Kent itself.     Ed.

Commission,  Wil l iam Johnston, 
Chairman of the preliminary steering 
group for the Trust, and John Wilson, 
Warden of the Leighton Moss reserve. 
The Trust soon had over 250 members 
and at its first AGM a constitution was 
approved and 10 individual Management 
Council members were elected: Roger 
Cartwright, Derek Esmond, Jim Fawcett, 
Joan Jackson, William Johnston, David 
Patrick, Richard Reynolds, Carol Shaw, 
‘Tim’ Timberlake, and Charles Wilson. 
Representatives from the 11 sponsoring 
bodies were also accorded seats on the 
Council.

the Chairman of the Landscape Trust, 
His Honour Judge Sanderson Temple, 
was awarded a knighthood. In the spring, 
Carol Shaw took over the editorship of 
Keer to Kent, and Ian Henderson was 
appointed CM Officer. 
  At the Trust’s AGM in September, Sir 
Sanderson Temple was confirmed as 
Chairman, Kenneth Greaves as Vice-
Chairman, Charles Wilson as Secretary, 
and John Clapperton as Treasurer. By 
the end of the year it seems that there 
had been - doubtless misinformed - 
complaints that the Trust was not doing 
anything. Certainly, more volunteers 
were needed, at least for office-type 
work, for in the spring of 1989 the Trust 
advertised for a voluntary Advertising 
Manager, Distribution Manager, and 
Fund-Raisers. The letters page of Keer 
to Kent was also said to be ‘dying’. Yet in 
spite of everything, including the demise 
of the MSC, countryside management 
continued at more than a respectable pace.
  At the Trust’s AGM in October 1989, 
the intention of taking over the CMS 
was abandoned. The limited company 
was dissolved and a new Trust (which 
soon attained charitable status) was 
established, with a simpler management 
structure and constitution, but with its 
aims and objectives remaining the same. 
Charles Wilson expressed the hope that 
the Trust would not only be a support 
group for the CMS, but would also be 
able to ‘contribute to the lively debate 
on conservation and the environment 
that is taking place in our society today.’ 
Sir Sanderson Temple was unanimously 
elected as President, with Charles Wilson 
as Chairman. A new Management 
Committee was elected.
  In February 1990, 80-90 members and 
friends enjoyed a Barn Dance and Faith 
Supper at Yealand Village Hall, the only 
complaint being from the barman, who 
said everyone was so busy dancing they 
had hardly any time for drinking! The 
organiser of the event, Sheila Bainbridge, 

William Johnston, Carol Shaw, Mrs Tryon-
Wilson,  Liz Davis, Brigadier Tryon-Wilson

‘Tim’ Timberlake
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became Chairwoman of a new Events 
Committee in January 1991. Ralph 
Henderson edited Keer to Kent from March, 
until Barry Ayre took over in the spring of 
1993. In November 1993, a particularly 
well-attended occasion was the talk on 
conservation given by Sir John Johnson, 
Chairman of the Countryside Commission 
and a long-time friend of our AONB. 

  Tony Riden was appointed Assistant 
CM Officer in 1993 and wrote the first 
of his continuing ‘Out in All Weathers’ 
columns in the spring of 1994 – the 
year in which the CMS celebrated 
its 10th birthday. The Trust received 
a legacy of £5,000 in the will of Joan 
Heaton Brookes, and membership was 
flourishing. Yet the future of Keer to 
Kent looked uncertain for a while, when 
the Countryside Commission began 
withdrawing its subsidy and paper costs 
increased sharply. The Trust automatically 
gained representation on the new AONB 
Forum, created in 1995, which brought 
together all the statutory and voluntary 
organisations with some kind of interest 
in the Area. 
  Founder members mixed with more 
recent ones at an event in September 
1996, to mark the Trust’s own (belatedly 
recognised!)  10th bir thday.  The 
Committee, under the Chairmanship of 
Ralph Henderson, announced that it had 
already raised a significant proportion of 
the estimated £50,000 needed to buy, 
maintain, make safe and warden the 36 
acres of the former Trowbarrow Quarry. 
Lancaster City Council had agreed to 
take on the site (when funded), and it was 
opened as an official Local Nature Reserve 
in June 1997 (receiving an award for the 
restoration work in 1999). 
  The Trust had also contributed to the work 
required to transform into a new walking 
path the disused rail land of Sandside 
Cutting, which was opened in January 
1997; and it had given a bequest towards 
the restoration of Bank Well in Silverdale. 
Its function as a fund-raiser became all 
the more important as the Countryside 
Commission began withdrawing its 
financial support for the CMS. 
  By the end of the 1990s, the Trust had, 

years as editor, he would be stepping down 
after the November 2002 number and that 
Terry Keefe would take over. 
  Spurred on by the success of Coldwell 
Parrock (for which an Education Pack is 
available, to encourage teachers to take 
children there), the Trust purchased a 
second nature reserve in 2003, Teddy 
Heights. By early summer 2004, the 
reserve had been officially opened, nearly 
£2,200 had already been donated towards 
its management, and John Wilson could 
report that bird species and butterflies were 
flourishing on the site. The year also saw 
Jim McQueen take over from Jill Smith 
as Chair of the Trust, colour added to 
four more pages of Keer to Kent, and the 
holding of a first, highly successful Open 
Photographic Competition. 
  The Trust had played its full part in 
the extensive consultations and detailed 
preparation over two years by the AONB 
Executive Committee – newly constituted 
in 2002 – which led, in May 2004, to 
the launching of a five-year Management 
Plan for the AONB. This Plan sets the 
parameters and goals for conservation 
work in the Area for some time to come. 
  2005 saw the Landscape Trust celebrating 
- perhaps, strictly, a little prematurely! - its 
20th birthday. There was an Anniversary 
Dinner at Leighton Moss and an even 
more extensive programme of events than 
usual. But like any good conservation 
body, the Trust is looking to the future 
as much as to the past, and some of the 
exciting prospects include the possibility 
of an extension – or technically an outlier 
– of the AONB to the east of the A6, 
the offering by the Trust of an annual 
Educational Bursary, and maybe even the 
purchase of further land. 

sadly, lost two of its most influential 
early members, ‘Tim’ Timberlake and 
Sir Sanderson Temple. As Chair of the 
Trust, Jill Smith presided over a committee 
of ten in the Millennium year, when it 
announced a tree-planting scheme to mark 
the occasion. It also became a land-owner 
for the first time, in purchasing the 6.89 
acres of Coldwell Parrock. The Trust’s 
President, John Wilson, officially opened 
the site as a nature reserve on Armistice 
Day 2000. 
  The Trust was one of a number of bodies 
to contribute to the funding of a new 
Limestone Heritage Project that was 
to systematise and extend some of the 
conservation work within the AONB. It 
was announced in 2001 that the Heritage 
Lottery Fund would provide £670,000 
for this work over a five-year period. The 
setting up of a website for the Project soon 
provided the opportunity of establishing 
two additional sets of web pages – one for 
the CMS and one for the Landscape Trust.
  By the spring of 2002 Barry Ayre’s 96-page 
book From ‘Keer to Kent’, compiled from 
back numbers of the journal, had already 
sold over 750 copies and been despatched 
as far afield as France, Cyprus and the 
Philippines. In overseeing the special, 24-
page issue of Keer to Kent (containing pages 
in colour for the first time) to mark the 
30th anniversary of the designation of the 
AONB, Barry announced that, after ten 

Sir John Johnson’s talk, 1993.  
(Sir John Johnson, middle right, and  

Sir Sanderson Temple on extreme right.)

CMS’s 10th birthday in1996

[An evening event to celebrate ‘20 Years of 
Keer to Kent’ is being arranged for 26th 
September, in Leighton Hall.   Ed.]



                           KEER TO KENT  ISSUE NUMBER 59Page 14

The AONB has long attracted naturalists 
to study its wildlife because of the variety 
and richness of the habitats here, and the 
bats of the area have been observed for 
many years. Unfortunately, the results of 
much of the early studies do not seem to 
have been written down (if anyone has 
details, I would be most interested to 
hear them); but I have been told about 
visiting naturalists attaching home-made 
rings to bats in caves in the 1960s. 
That was before bats were protected in 
1981 by strict laws relating to handling, 
disturbing or damaging them or their 
roosts. This legislation led to a great 
upsurge in the study of bats throughout 
the country, partly fuelled by the need 
for householders, builders and others to 
seek advice from English Nature before 
undertaking any work on houses that 
might harm bats.

hunt their insect prey. Searches of the 
few caves and other underground sites in 
the area have discovered small numbers 
of hibernating bats (but we still don’t 
know where the vast majority of our bats 
disappear to in the winter).
  Of the 17 species of bat known to 
be resident in Britain, 7 have been 
confirmed in the AONB and a further 3 
are very likely to occur here, having been 
found elsewhere in north Lancashire.

Common pipistrelle  
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus)

Anyone who has seen a small bat flying 
round their garden at dusk with rapid, 
erratic flight has almost certainly seen 
a Common Pipistrelle. It is the most 
frequent and ubiquitous bat throughout 
the country, and its habit of gathering 
at large maternity roosts in modern 
houses means it is most often reported 
in summer, as the bats disperse in the 
autumn and are seldom seen in winter.  
These summer roosts can be highly 
mobile, and over the years we have 
come to notice clusters of houses where 

the bats have roosted for a few days 
or weeks, sometimes returning each 
year to the same house or sometimes 
never being seen again. These clusters 
are of roosts within the territorial area 
used by the bats of a particular colony. 
Examples found so far include the Cove 
Road end of Silverdale, where about 100 
females move around several houses (a 
similar number of males will be scattered 
unobtrusively around the same area 
– keeping out of the way of the raising 
of offspring like sensible chaps!); the 
west end of Arnside; Yealand Redmayne; 
Carr Bank; and the Borwick Lane area of 
Warton.  
  In the autumn time the males perform 
characteristic song-flights and set up 
territories, hoping to attract a harem of 
several females to a suitable roost site.  
Bat boxes seem to be suitable for this 
purpose, and hopeful male pipistrelles 
have been found in National Trust boxes 
on Heathwaite and Heald Brow this 
autumn.  Bats (probably pipistrelles) have 
also been found roosting in bird boxes at 
Teddy Heights, Storth, and elsewhere.

Bats in the AONB
by Steve Bradley

  In 1984 a few local naturalists got 
together and formed a Bat Group to 
find out more about the bats in 
north Lancashire and adjacent areas 
and to further their conservation: the 
information in this article relates mostly 
to what has been learned since then.
  Bats are social animals which often live 
together in colonies. This is particularly 
true during the summer months, when 
female bats gather in a favoured roost 
site – commonly someone’s house - to 
give birth to their single young, and it is 
most often at this time of year that their 
presence is noticed and reported. The 
report is accompanied by a variety of 
emotions; from pleasure and a request for 
more information about these treasured 
temporary house guests, to horror and a 
demand for their immediate removal. In 
any case, a visit by a volunteer bat worker 
is usually in order, to identify the species 
and numbers and to offer advice. These 
visits have provided a large proportion of 
our knowledge of bats in the area, but we 
have also learned a lot from grounded, 
injured or dead bats, and from the use 
of electronic bat detectors which pick 
up and make audible the high-frequency 
sounds bats use to find their way and 

Long-eared bat flying

Nathusius’ bat

Distribution map 
for the Brown 

long-eared bat in 
North Lancashire 

and South 
Cumbria
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Soprano pipistrelle  
(Pipistrellus pygmaeus)

Zoologists have only recently discovered 
that two species of pipistrelle are 
widespread throughout Britain. The 
second species is  cal led Soprano 
Pipistrelle because its echo-location 
calls are even higher-pitched than the 
already ultrasonic calls of the Common 
Pipistrelle. It also has different habits: 
whereas the Common Pipistrelle is a 
generalist and feeds almost anywhere, 
the Soprano Pipistrelle seems to prefer 
hunting over water. The only colony so 
far located in the area is near the shore in 
Silverdale.
  A third pipistrelle species, Nathusius’ 
Pipistrelle, is beginning to turn up more 
frequently. Gail Armstrong collected 
the first known individual in Lancashire 
last year, which was trapped in an 
office at Nether  Kellet, so perhaps this 
species occurs in the area but has been 
overlooked until now.

Brown long-eared bat  
(Plecotus auritus)

As can be seen from the distribution 
map of known summer roost sites in 
North Lancashire, Long-eared bats are 
particularly clustered in the Silverdale 
area.  This relates to their preference for 
hunting in and around woodland where 
their slow, manoeuvrable flight allows 

them to cruise around the tree canopy 
catching moths. I have watched them 
hovering in front of the trees around 
the edges of Lambert’s Meadow at dusk, 
and I am sure they use most of the 
superbly diverse woodland in the AONB. 
But their presence is often undetected 
because they emerge late in the evening 
and their quiet calls seldom register on 
bat detectors. They have sometimes been 
caught accidentally in bird-ringers’ mist-
nets during very early-morning sessions 
at Leighton Moss. Their summer roosts 
tend to be in the spacious attics of older 
houses, and several nearby houses may be 
used by portions of a colony at the same 
time, as seems to happen in The Row/
Silverdale Green area and in Yealand. 
Long-eared bats are frequently found 
hibernating in underground sites such 

as the small limestone caves and mines 
of Warton Crag and Silverdale, and 
occasionally in crevices in lime kilns – an 
added complication to be considered 
during the restoration of kilns by the 
Limestone Heritage Project.

Whiskered bat (Myotis 
mystacinus) and Brandt’s bat 

(Myotis brandtii)
These two very similar bats probably 
both occur widely but in small numbers 
in the area.  Individual Whiskered bats 
have been found dead at Leighton Moss, 
grounded near Haweswater and Eaves 
Wood, and hibernating in a cave on 

Warton Crag; and a probable breeding 
site has been located near Hawes 
Water, Silverdale this summer. The two 
species are as yet indistinguishable by 
bat detector, but Whiskered/Brandt’s 
bats have been observed hunting over 
Leighton Moss causeway and  in glades 
on Heathwaite.

Natterer’s bat (Myotis nattereri)
Another  ba t  which  i s  probab ly 
widespread but in small numbers, 
Natterer’s is regularly found hibernating 
in caves and tunnels around Warton and 
has been watched swooping around the 
small areas of water at Woodwell and 
Burton Well; a bat walk on Heathwaite 
this summer was treated to a couple of 
these bats flying close to the group at 
waist height.

Daubenton’s bat 
 (Myotis daubentonii)

Across  the  country  as  a  whole , 
Daubenton’s  bats  are  reasonably 
frequent on most large stretches of 
freshwater.  Probably because of its 
preference for feeding over water, this 
species seems localised within the 
AONB. It is sometimes seen at Leighton 
Moss, hunting along the main dyke 
or sweeping low across the pools like a 
tiny hovercraft; and it regularly hunts 
along the River Bela at Beetham and 
Milnthorpe, roosting in riverside trees 
and in crevices under stone bridges 
during the day. In the winter an 
individual bat has occasionally been 
found hibernating underground, for 
instance, in the Warton paint mines.

 Noctule bat (Nyctalus noctula)
One of the largest bat species in Britain, 
the Noctule is frequently seen around 
here.  Its fast and spectacular flight, and 
its often early emergence (sometimes 
even before sunset) make it fairly easy 
to identify. And its calls are loud and 
characteristic when heard through a bat 
detector.  Noctules are regularly seen over 
Leighton Moss during the summer, and 
occasionally fly over other parts of the 
AONB.  The mystery is, where do they 
roost?  Elsewhere, Noctules nearly always 
roost in cracks or holes in trees, often 
taking over a woodpecker nest hole after 

the birds have finished with it; and such 
a roost was known at the edge of Eaves 
Wood for many years, with up to eighty 
bats in the tree at times making a loud 
chattering noise on sunny days which was 
audible from fifty metres away without a 
bat detector.  This roost site has now 
been unoccupied for several years (last 
time I had a look, a grey squirrel stuck its 
head out of the hole!) and we currently 
do not know where the Noctules  - which 
still hunt in the area - roost.
  A closely-related bat species, Leisler’s bat 
(Nyctalus leisleri), has not been confirmed 
for the area, but a very experienced bat 
worker was sure he heard one whilst 
surveying with a bat detector in the Gait 
Barrows/Yealand Storrs area in 1991.
  Whilst much has been learned about 
our local bats recently, there is much 
more to find out. If anyone knows of 
bat roosts or comes across a grounded or 
dead bat within the Arnside/Silverdale 
AONB, please pass on the information to 
Gail Armstrong (tel. 01524 701316) and 
help build up a more complete picture of 
these amazing creatures in our area.  
More general information about bats can 
be obtained from The Bat Conservation 
Trust web-site at   www.bats.org.uk .

Natterer’s bat

Whiskered bat (left) and Brandt’s bat

Long-eared bats roosting

[Photos courtesy of Gail Armstrong. Map 
prepared using DMap.   Ed.]
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Gait Barrows
Nature Reserve

by

Rob Petley-Jones

The Fruit & Veg Shop
General Greengrocer 

& Suppliers 
to the public, 

hotels & restaurants

Fresh fruit, vegetables, 
flowers and a large selection 

of frozen fish

31 The Promenade, Arnside
Tel 761279

17 Emesgate Lane, Silverdale
Tel 702043

Arnside Ramblers. A Brief History of 
the First Twenty-Five Years, 1980-
2005.  Compiled by Rob Spedding 
and others; A5 format, 34pp, £2.

Following a notice in the Arnside 
Broadsheet, the first group walk took place 
in March 1980. There were to be nearly 30 
walks before the end of that year, typically 
attracting around 15 participants or more. 
The Club had annual general meetings 
and a constitution from early on. It holds 
social events, and walking holidays have 
always been one aspect of its activities. 
These now take place on a twice-yearly 
basis, sometimes quite far afield (the first 
trip abroad was in 2004). The Club is 
currently flourishing, with around 200 
walks arranged each year, involving about 
50 walk leaders. Against the 35 members 
in 1985, there are now 220, divided into 
four sections: Strollers, Amblers, Ramblers 
and Scramblers (the oldest walkers are 
thought to be two 89-year-old ladies who 
have been with the Club from the start). 
In addition to numerous sprains and pulls, 
several falls resulting in broken bones 
have occurred over the years, and on two 
occasions Mountain Rescue teams have 
had to be called out.
  This modest booklet is a mine of 
information about the history of the Club 
and precisely how it now functions. Many 
will enjoy the references to memorable 

personalities, to particular occasions, and 
to humorous incidents (I liked the leader 
of the Amblers who asked one of his group 
to stand in a specific position to help 
walkers over a stile into a field, thus neatly 
obscuring from view a notice that read 
‘Bull in Field’!). See the Arnside Broadsheet 
Directory for details of how to join the 
Ramblers. 

Harnolvesheuet to Arnside. A Brief 
History of Arnside. By Peter D. Hogg; 
A5 format, 48 pp, £5.
It is not clear that Peter Hogg has set 
out to say anything very different about 
the history of Arnside from the received 
wisdom that has long been recorded in 
print, but personal research has clearly gone 
into acquiring the detailed information 
that is here registered in a number of new 
tables and lists. Quotations from a variety 
of sources also enliven the bare facts at 
many points. Moreover, the thematic 
rather than chronological organisation 
of the material will appeal to, and be 
particularly useful to, some readers:- Early 
History, Climate, Farming, Cross Bay 
Connections, Growth from Victorian 
Era, Local Boats and Fishing, Buildings of 
Interest and Census, Local Families, 17th 
and 18th Century Records, The Local 
Dialect of Arnside, Arnside in the 21st 
Century. There are a couple of photos and 
many simple but effective sketches (by Ann 
Paterson and Hazel Pitt). 
  It is not difficult to think of a number 
of ways in which the booklet could be 
improved, both in terms of presentation 
and content, and some may find it a little 
expensive, at £5, in relation to comparable 
publications. Yet for its level of detail on 
certain specific matters, as well as its ease of 
reference, it has its place on the shelf with 
other histories of Arnside, few of which are 
now available. 

Local Publications

As you read this, spring will be nearly 
with us, and another season of butterfly 
watching will be an enticing prospect. 
  At Gait Barrows through the winter, 
contractors Mike Ward and his team from 
Timberwolf, have been hard at work on 
the coppicing programme, and many of 
you will have seen the dramatic results of 
their work as you drive past the northern 
boundary of the nature reserve.  
  New open areas mean plenty of 
opportunities for our star butterflies like 
pearl-bordered fritillaries and high brown 
fritillaries. The warm sunny micro-climate 
of these coppice coupes creates perfect 
conditions for their caterpillars, and many 
other invertebrates as well. You only have to 
watch adult butterflies moving eagerly in to 
prospect for egg-laying sites to know this.
  One question that continues to amaze 
and perplex me is just how these butterflies, 
quite often only a few hours old, know 
where precisely to lay their eggs. To watch 
a prospecting female looking for the perfect 
egg-laying spot is to see the wonder of 
Nature at work.  
  Thank goodness female high brown 
fritillaries are programmed to know to 
avoid those patches of bare earth which will 
be buried deep and cold in Brachypodium 
grasses the following spring, and to lay their 
precious cargoes close to mossy rocks which 
will be lovely warm basking couches for the 
tiny caterpillars, surrounded by a sea of 
delicious violet leaves for them to feast on!
  I wish we knew more about another of 
our key butterflies, the Duke of Burgundy. 
At Gait Barrows, because of the hard 
work of the dedicated band of volunteers 
who support me through the winter, we 
are managing to maintain primrose-rich 
glades that are favoured by this super little 
creature, yet even here on the NNR, with 
all this concerted and focused habitat 
management, numbers are beginning to 
fall at a worrying rate. 
  At least we still have Dukes to manage 
habitat for. Recent survey work across 
the Morecambe Bay area has shown a 
dramatic 60% loss of the butterfly over the 
last 10 years. I fear that another 10 years 
may leave us with only a very few sites left 
where Dukes continue to fly. That makes 
it even more important that we continue 
to specifically manage their habitat at Gait 
Barrows, and that we all take particular 
care when looking for them. Last year two 
prime breeding spots on the reserve were 
very severely trampled by over-enthusiastic 
butterfly watchers!
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The National Trust
by

Steve Bradley

Leighton Moss
by

 Robin Horner
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Our annual tree-safety checks take us into 
seldom-visited parts of National Trust 
sites in the AONB, and it’s amazing what 
we find thrown over walls. Piles of empty 
whisky bottles; heaps of garden rubbish; 
fermenting dog droppings in neat plastic 
bags; and on one memorable occasion, 
a plastic blow-up doll. There can be a 
particular problem when dumped garden 
material is highly invasive and non-native 
(e.g.  montbretia). And why carefully pick 
up dog dirt, tie it neatly in a bag – then 
throw the bag into a bramble bush? For 
magical removal by the poo fairies? As for 
the blow-up doll…!
  By now, the winter tree and coppice work 
should be drawing to a close before the 
birds start breeding. Clearance of young 
trees has been undertaken on Arnside 
Knott and Heathwaite this winter, much of 
it by local contractors. There are multiple 
satisfactions to be gained from viewing the 
results, when it is skilfully and carefully 
done. Firstly, there is the opening-up and 
connecting of areas of precious limestone 
grassland which was being swamped by 
young trees and scrub – often revealing 
rare gems such as juniper bushes which 

were hidden and struggling to survive. 
Then there are the new vistas opened up 
- familiar places seen from a new angle. 
And seeing with a craftsperson’s eye the 
thoughtful and practical layout of an 
efficient worksite: logs neatly stacked for 
later removal for firewood; straight hazel 
bundled for use in hurdle-making or other 
crafts; birch branches stacked to be taken 
away for use in horse-jumps; and a tidy fire, 
built on corrugated iron sheets raised off 
the ground to minimise damage, to dispose 
of unwanted brash. In a year or two, all 
signs of this activity will have faded, leaving 
another flower- and insect-filled glade for 
all to enjoy.
  We are running out of the corrugated iron 
sheets that we, like others, use to prevent 
damage to the ground flora and the soil. 
If anyone has access to any and is prepared 
to donate them, we could collect: please 
contact the wardens on 01524 702815. 
  Coppicing is a related but very different 
management tool: in this case, we don’t 
want to remove the woody species, merely 
harvest them regularly. In some places 
long-neglected coppice plots may need 
extra work in order to make them a 
sustainable source of straight wood once 
again, for example by planting extra hazel 
so that the crowded shoots grow straight up 
instead of curving outwards. An example 
is the coppice block next to Clark’s Lot in 
Silverdale, where we hope a commercially 

viable crop of hazel will eventually be 
produced as a result of this winter’s work (at 
the same time creating a series of different 
wildlife habitats as different parts of the 
block progress from open ground to closed 
canopy in different phases).
  This summer, the National Trust will have 
a series of guided walks on its sites in and 
around the AONB – see our notice boards 
in Silverdale and Arnside for details. If 
particular groups would like to add a walk 
with a warden to their own programme, we 
would be pleased to consider it – contact 
the wardens to discuss this. 

Is it a sign of global warming?  Two things 
this winter have brought this to mind.  
  The first is that we had alder trees in full 
leaf right through into late November.  
I remember this because we had an 
incredible bird record in mid-November 
when an adult male golden oriole turned 
up on the reserve and spent a few days 
in the canopy of a stand of alders down 
near Lower Hide. This bird is a rare 
breeding bird in the UK, confined to a 
few sites in the south, but is widespread 
on the continent.  In late summer they 
migrate south to spend the winter in 
Africa, so its arrival in north Lancs was 
a huge shock for all the birdwatchers 
in the area.  The origins of the bird will 
no doubt be debated for many months, 
but it is possible that it was blown off 
course from the continent as it tried to 
head south, found itself in the UK, and 
wandered around finally ending up at 

Leighton in mid-November with plenty 
of leaf-cover and insect food still evident.  
There is also a small possibility that it is an 
escaped captive bird, but it had no rings 
on its legs or any tell-tale damage to its 
feathers that would indicate a prior period 
spent in a cage. Amazingly it re-appeared 
around Christmas in nearby woodland, 
so it is obviously making itself at home in 
our area. Look out for it in your gardens 
before it heads home in the spring.
  The second sign is that we have had yet 
another wet end to the year, making it 
very difficult to get on with our annual 
programme of reed cutting and burning.  
We have wrestled with either water levels 
too high to cut or too many damp days 
when trying to burn cut reed, making it 
a frustrating end to the year. This sort of 
weather used to happen infrequently but 
this is the third wet autumn in five years.  
Those of you who keep copies of Keer to 
Kent will see that this is how I started the 
report last January.  We are hoping for fine 
January weather in order to catch up.
  The EU-sponsored work to re-habilitate 
the reedbed and pools continues apace, 
with work currently focused on removing 
sediment from Lillian’s pool.  Earlier in the 

autumn they spent much time removing 
accumulated reed litter/debris from parts 
of the reedbed. So come the spring and 
summer there will be even more places for 
bitterns to forage for food and in time we 
hope that these areas will become magnets 
for populations of rudd and eels, both of 
which are important sources of food for 
bitterns and herons.
  Out on Morecambe Bay things have 
been a little quieter with the closure of 
the cockling. However, we continue to 
monitor the bird populations to ensure 
the activity last year has not had a delayed 
effect by reducing numbers this year. The 
talk about a proposed bridge over the 
Bay, which could have serious effects on 
the sediments in the Bay and therefore 
the wildlife, reminds us of how vigilant 
we must be in order to safeguard this 
international wildlife treasure.
  February will once again see us eagerly 
awaiting the first signs of a ‘Leighton’ 
spring: the first booming bittern and the 
first elvers swimming up from the estuary 
after their epic journey across the Atlantic 
from the Caribbean Sea. Not long now.
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Limestone 
Heritage 
Project

by  Richard Bamforth

Out and About 
with the 
Volunteers

by Tony Riden

The file on Backwood limekiln was opened 
in December 2002 and structural works at 
long last completed in November 2005, 
a local building firm – AJR Construction 
of Yealand Redmayne – having started 
work in September. Finding a contractor 
willing and able to take on these building 
works, including the use of traditional lime 
mortar, was down to sheer luck. 
  Scaffold was heightened and a tarpaulin 
roof erected, so that no time was lost 
and  the lime mortar was protected from 
the elements. The enormous top rim 
stones, along with several courses beneath, 
were carefully removed, as well as the 
extensive root systems and vegetation 
that had built up over the years. The 
roots had caused major damage, but  had 
also latterly bound the upper structure 
together. Painstakingly, the structure 
was re-pointed and any loose masonry 
consolidated. On one visit I found one 
of the contractors with a paintbrush and 

trowel methodically cleaning the lime 
mortar around the brickwork. Finally the 
upper structure was drilled and tie-bars 
secured with resin. Upon completion, 
the AONB’s only vertical-shaft limekiln 
was revealed. Ironically, no-one fully 
understands exactly how it operated, but 
at least what remains should be secure 
for future generations. (Please note – I 
encourage people to respect this fact – the 
site is on private land and as such closed 
to the general public, though visits may be 
available by appointment.)
  Repair works are now complete at the 
Peter Lane limekiln. We had hoped to 
fully restore this kiln and carry out a lime 
burn over the summer but our hopes were 
dashed when the site turned out to be a 
local bat roost, and further confounded 
when, during excavation of the bowl, it was 
discovered to be beyond reasonable repair. 
  Over 850 metres of wall have been rebuilt 
around the AONB over the last 3 months. 
Walls have been completed at Arnside 
bridleway (Phase II), along with the section 
parallel to the railway line at Waterslack. 
Harry Brocklebank has completed the 
project section at Hale, with Paul Holgate 
of Silver Ridge kindly donating monies to 
complete a further 100 metres. 300 metres 
have been rebuilt along Dollywood Lane 

and a further 150 metres earmarked for 
the spring. The footpath wall at Bouskill 
field at Storth has been transformed with 
great finesse by Stephen Harrison (DSWA 
Master Craftsman) and his colleague Ann 
Stewart. Jerry Gavins is back on site at 
Woodwell and will soon be moving on 
to tackle the enormous county boundary 
wall within Eaves Wood. Mark Capstick 
has been walling steadily away at Arnside 
Tower Farm. And it’s great to see Tony 
Lowe back on site along Occupation Road, 
after a period of illness, with the end of the 
wall in sight!
  The disabled car park at Hawes Water 
has been constructed, together with minor 
improvements to the path surface and 
boardwalk. The ‘Horse Route’ link has been 
finalised between Challan Hall and Challan 
Hall Allotment, by kind co-operation of 
English Nature. Regular meetings have 
been held with the North Lancashire 
Bridleway Society to discuss opportunities 
to secure further routes.
  Work has also been carried out at two 
pond sites: Trough Pond near Hawes 
Water, (incorporating two easy access gates) 
and, in the New Year, Frith Pond near New 
Barns Bay. Many thanks to the volunteers 
who donned their wellies to help!
  So all in all, a very productive 3 months!

This spring, English Nature and the 
BBC are scheduling a tv series called 
‘Springwatch’, which is part of the BBC’s 
‘Breathing Spaces’ campaign, promoting 
and raising awareness of Local Nature 
Reserves (LNRs). The English Nature 
website www.english-nature.org.uk has a 
link ‘Nature on the Map’ with information 
about LNRs, which is due to be updated 
and improved. Our two sites at Warton 
Crag and Trowbarrow will be included in 
this update and maybe the tv cameras will 
come and visit when the peregrine falcons 
are nesting in the quarry again.
  Recognition and valued conservation 
importance would not be so successful were 
it not for the hard work of the volunteer 
teams and site managers. Yet the work 
often goes unnoticed by visiting public, 
some of whom have said they hadn’t 
realised how much practical management 
work goes on at these and other sites, and 

had assumed things were like they are just 
naturally. I take that as a credit to our work, 
a sign that we are carrying out practical 
management works that do not show an 
obvious influence of human intervention 
on natural landscapes and eco-systems. 
Conversely, at some sites in the district 
where less practical management work has 
been carried out, the site soon becomes 
overgrown, with difficult or uncertain 
access and apparent neglect and consequent 
deterioration of the nature conservation 
interest.
  As I write this in January, tree-
management work is about to be carried 
out in Ashmeadow woodlands, following 
the gales of last year when several trees were 
blown over. Although the unsafe trees were 
dealt with at the time, the timber has not 
been removed or utilised. So after public 
consultation, planning, sourcing funding 
and letting the felling contract, up to 
fifteen trees have been selected for felling 
and will later this summer be converted on 
site to make log seats and cleft-oak post and 
rail fencing for use on site. And of course 
the volunteers will be invited to help to see 
all is finished well.
  As well as the many practical annual 
and seasonal tasks we carry out, there are 
a growing number of other volunteer 
opportunities to help improve and monitor 

aspects of interest and life in this AONB. 
For example, for the third year, volunteers 
will be helping to carry out visitor surveys 
and car-parking counts. There has been 
a steadily increasing number of butterfly 
transect surveys, to a point now where this 
area has the highest density of them carried 
out in the whole of the country. Yet we 
can always find additional valuable sites to 
monitor and survey. Butterflies are not only 
attractive and fascinating wildlife, but they 
are seen as important indicator species of 
good habitat condition and climate change.
  The office at Arnside Station is usually 
a busy hive of activity (and unfortunately 
is a comparable size to a bee-hive with its 
confined space!). The small workshop and 
seriously under-sized tool-store has become 
a health and safety hazard due to lack of 
space, a problem that needs addressing 
as soon as possible with some additional 
storage accommodation.
  We have many schemes and projects 
around the AONB awaiting their turn 
and time. So if you think you would like 
to give some of your time toward our 
collective effort, then please contact us at 
the AONB office, or look at our website 
www.arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk for more 
details of what we are about and what is 
going on.
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Accommodation and food in  the 
Arnside/Silverdale AONB

Yealand Conyers
Cask & Seasonal Ales
Home Cooked Fayre

Served 12pm to 9.30pm daily

The New  Inn The
Silverdale
Hotel
Bar meals available
lunchtime and evenings
Bar open all day 7 days a week
Function room available

Shore Road
Silverdale, 
via Carnforth
Lancs, LA5 0TP
Tel Silverdale 
01524  701206

If you would like 
to place an advert 

in this section 
or elsewhere in 
Keer to Kent, 

please contact the 
Arnside Station 
Office:  (01524) 

761034

WILLOWFIELD HOTEL
The Promenade, Arnside,

Cumbria, LA5 0AD
Relax and enjoy 
this small, family-
run hotel for NON 
SMOKERS, with its 
beautiful situation 
overlooking the Kent 
Estuary.
Most bedrooms are en-suite 
and all have colour TVs 
and tea & coffee making facilities.
For GOOD HOME COOKING 
AND A WARM WELCOME

Telephone Janet or Ian Kerr on 
01524 761354

The Wheatsheaf 
at Beetham

A family owned and run Country Inn
All rooms have en-suite facilities

Exceptional food created by 
our own chef

Real ales and a warm welcome
Tel  015395 62123

Self-catering 
Holiday Cottages 

to let at  
Brackenthwaite Farm

in the heart of the  
Arnside/Silverdale AONB

For further details please contact: 
Mrs Susan Clarke 
Brackenthwaite Farm 
Yealand Redmayne 
Carnforth LA5 9TE
Tel & Fax: 015395 63276
Email:  
brackenthwaitecottages@hotmail.com
Web site:   
www.brackenthwaitecottages.co.uk

Tel 01524 732938

   info@thebower.co.uk          www.thebower.co.uk

THE BOWER
Luxury accommodation in 
Georgian country house. 

Bed and Breakfast for 
£31, informal supper by 

arrangement. No smoking

Sally-Ann and Michael Rothwell
The Bower, Yealand Conyers,

Carnforth, LA5 9SF
01524 734585
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Dates for
your Diary

 

* A Landscape Trust event. 
Non-members are very welcome.

** Arnside and District Natural 
History Society event. All welcome. 

Non-members’ fee: £1.

June
*Friday 2nd:- Landscape Trust AGM.  
Heron Theatre, Beetham, 7.30pm. With 
guest speaker, Dave Mann: ‘The Beetham 
Hydro-Electric Scheme’.
*Wednesday 14th:- Guided Walk: 
‘Plants by the Seashore’, leader: Mike 
Dearden. Meet at New Barns, Arnside at 
7.00pm.

Dallam Tower. Photo courtesy of 
Countryside Agency.

Please contact 
the Arnside office 

on
Tel 01524 761034

for details of 
how to pay 

a subscription 
by standing order

March
*Wednesday 8th:- Lecture - ‘Morecambe 
Bay’. Speaker: Cedric Robinson. Warton 
Village Hall, 7.45pm. Members £1, non-
members £1.50.
**Thursday 9th:- ‘Pine Martens and 
Polecats’, by Johnny Birks, Vincent Trust. 
Arnside WI Hall, 7.30pm.

April
*Wednesday 12th:- Lecture - ‘Birds of 
Morecambe Bay’. Speaker: John Wilson. 
Warton Village Hall, 7.45pm. Members 
£1, non-members £1.50.
**Thursday 13th:- ‘Butterfly Report and 
Talk on Beetles’, by Tony Aldridge and Jim 
Thomas. Arnside WI Hall, 7.30pm.
Saturday & Sunday 29/30th:- Exhibition 
- ‘Past, Present and Future’.  Heron Corn 
Mill, Beetham.
 

May 
*Wednesday 10th:- Open Day with 
refreshments at the AONB Office, Old 
Station Building, Arnside. Meet the AONB 
Unit staff. Demonstrations, tool sharpening, 
stalls and raffle, etc. 10am -1pm.

MEMBERSHIP: Walks, talks & events!
I/we would like to learn more about the heritage and natural history in this Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, by joining the Arnside/Silverdale AONB Landscape 
Trust  (Registered Charity No.702624)

Surname Mr/Mrs/Ms
First Names

I enclose a cheque for £         annual membership 
     (minimum £10.00)

Address

Postcode    Telephone

Signed      Date 

This subscription brings you a copy of Keer to Kent  three times a year and keeps you 
informed of our activities and plans for the future.  Your money will help to support the 
conservation work of Arnside/Silverdale AONB.  Please cut out and send this form to: 
The Membership Secretary, Arnside/Silverdale AONB Landscape Trust,
Old Station Building, Arnside, Carnforth, Lancs.  LA5 0HG
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...........................................................................................................
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