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Keer to Kent 
The Journal of the Arnside/Silverdale 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Landscape Trust 

Registered Charity No. 702624 

Editorial 
That Long Long Winter 
The Winter of93/94 seemed to be 
never ending, commencing around 
mid-October with a severe frost, 
turning the leaves overnight. The 
high spot perhaps, after the easterly 
gales in late January which felled a 
mature laburnum tree in our garden, 
was on Wednesday, 23rd February, 
when the heaviest snow for many 
years fell in the area. Silverdale, I 
believe, had the most, with drifts on 
Bottoms Lane more than three feet 
deep. Can any reader tell me when we 
last had conditions like this? Was it 
1947? 
As I write (22nd May) the rain is 
beating down on the windows and we 
have just lit a log fire at mid-day! 

&~ EDITOR 

Tire Landscape Trust recentllJ 
receilled a le(JaCIJ t1{ £5,000 in 

tire Will t1{ tire late 
]t1an Heatt1n 8r,t1/ces 

wlrt1 died Dn 9tlr Marclr 1994. 

"Tire £5,000 is tD be utilised (,,r 
prt1 jects in tire Amside and 

Silllerdale area in memDrlJ t1{ }t1an 
Heatt1n 8r,t1/ces and lrer late 

parents Tlrt1mas Spencer 8r,t1/ces 
and Helen 8rt1t1lces". 

What's in a Name? 
Arnside/Silverdale Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Landscape Trust is a bit of a mouthful, 
and the title "Keer to Kent" is not 
understood by many people outside the 
area (and some inside it!). 
Is there not a name in one or two 
words like "The Cotswolds" or 
"Snowdonia". which would describe 
this beautiful area? 
The AONB is designated as the area 
west of the A6 between Carnforth and 
Milnthorpe, but excluding these two 
communities. 
Just for fun, let me have your 
suggestions. A small prize for the two 
best names submitted. Entries to The 
Editor of"Keer to Kent". 

POLICE WARNING 
Motorists are warned to remove all 
valuables from their cars when leaving 
them unattended. Entire rear windows 
have been removed to gain access to 
vehicles. 



Landscape 
Trust Events 
Visit to Wildlife Oasis 
About forty members of the Landscape 
Trust met at the Wildlife Oasis, Hale, for 
an evening visit. 
This unique blend of zoo and museum 
inside our AONB is a new concept of 
wildlife exhibition. We were met by Jo 
and Dave Marsden who are responsible 
for the exhibition. After a short audio
visual introduction we had a free-ranging 
tour of millions of years of natural history 
on our planet, and a "hands on" 
experience of living examples! 
Jo and Dave were on hand to give 
information and reassurance . An 
excellent educational experience for 
children and an eye opener for senior 
citizens whose formal education ended a 
long time ago. Ken Fisher showed his 
usual initiative in making friends with a 
fruit bat. Our drystone wailers will look 
at chunks of limestone with a new 
interest in the fossil forms our AONB 
limestone contains . 

George Steele 

Beady eyes, green scaly skin and cold blood. 
Found in hot steamy places and lives off insects 

and grubs. The IGUANA can also be found in hot 
steamy places! 

A Booming Success 
"Have Faith" I said to Ian and Liza, as 
with 15 minutes to go, only the three of 
us stood in the RSPB Leighton Moss 
Centre Car Park. 
This mid-March, middle of the day event 
was the first of the Events Committee's 
new ventures for the 1994 programme, 
hence our concern. However, 14 
minutes later, with parked cars 
overflowing onto the verges nearby, a 
party of 40 set off to visit the first of the 
main hides on the Moss. 
Guided by the RSPB Warden, John 
Wilson, we were enthusiastically shown, 
not only the birds rhar we could see, 
including shoveller, snipe, black-headed 
gull, teal, tufted duck, gadwell, long
tailed tit, marsh tit, pochard, smew, coot, 
moorhen and golden eye, bur also 
learned about the red deer who lie up in 
the massive reed beds, the starling roost 
which resulted in a large crumpled reed 
bed, the reed bed management system, 
the rugged-barked crack willow, the site 
of otter spraints and much more . 
The weather was cold and windy, with 
rain and hail showers broken up by 
sunny spells. As well as the birds on the 
water in front of the three hides we 
visited, it was a delight to see the rapidly 
windblown change of sunlight and cloud 
upon the water, reeds and surrounding 
landscape, the circling buzzard over 
Gaitbarrows wood and the walker with a 
dog on Farleton Fell. 
Finally I must mention that unique 
feature of Leighton Moss "the best 
booming bittern in Britain peat bog", I 
quote John Wilson! (Some might say it 
was the effect of his recently being in the 
heat of Tanzania and seeing over 400 
birds !). Despite two bitterns dying this 
winter, there could well be five males 
'booming' this year, very good news. 
Many of us heard the occasional boom, 
but they were relatively quiet. As a 
result, Guy never heard one. He, like all 
of us, still thinks that the croupy cough 
was a cow. Better luck next time! 

Ralph Henderson 

Landscape Trust AGM 
More than 50 people attended the AGM 
of the Landscape Trust held on 19th 
May in the Gaskell Hall, Silverdale. 
President Sir Sanderson Temple chaired 
the meeting which was followed by a talk 
and slide presentation by Richard Fuller, 
a farmer from Givendale in the 
Yorkshire Wolds. He is also a 
conservationist and photographer of 
some distinction. 
"Farming and Conservation through the 
Seasons" gave us a fascinating insight 
into his world, the photographs of 
nesting birds, the flora and fauna were 
breathtaking. (Incidentally magpies and 
crows are taboo on his land!). 
Perhaps we will be fortunate enough to 
see more of his work at a future date. 

Barry Ayre 

Bank House Farm 
Members of the AONB Landscape Trust 
enjoyed their evening walk on 12th May 
around Bank House Farm with Bill 
Grayson, the National Trus t's tenant 
farmer/warden who described his task in 
running this small organic farm. 
The ideal is for the farm to become self
sufficient and not have to purchase feed 
etc. from outside. The return to the 
traditional hay meadow for several of the 
fields is happening because no chemical 
fertiliser is used and cutting takes place 
only after flowering. In this connection, 
an experiment is being conducted on the 
Lots by Newcastle University to 
determine the effect of controlled grazing 
by sheep on the plant life, particularly 
that of the Green-Winged Orchid (Orchis 
maria) . 
The stock consists of sheep, cows and 
pigs. In summer the sheep graze on the 
salt marsh (owned by the RSPB). 
Although sheep-dipping against scab is 
no longer legally necessary, worms can be 
a problem for which organic methods of 
control are sought. In contrast the small 
breeding herd of cows is easy to manage 
provided that the calves and cows' milk 
supply is in balance. At present the herd 
is of mixed breeding but Bill's intention is 
to move to the North Devon, a breed 
which is well-behaved and good for beef. 
The two free-ranging Berkshire sows each 
produce two litters a year of about nine 
piglets . 
Luke, grazing contentedly, was 
introduced to the visitors . He is a 
splendid chestnut Suffolk Punch whose 
purchase was funded by the Lancashire 
and Kent Estuary Group of National 
Trust members (LUKE). He is being 
worked on the farm and in woodland 
management operations thus dispensing 
with the use of a tractor . 
The National Trust is promoting the 
educational aspects of the farm . An 
example is the arrangement between Bill 
and Silverdale Primary School whose 
pupils devised a share scheme involving 
parents for the purchase of two Red Poll 
calves, Angela a~d Sophie. Eventually 
the calves will be sold to Bill and the 
shareholders paid back. Meantime, 
pupils take it in turns to look after the 
calves and help monitor their 
development and running costs such as 
feed, milk and grazing. 
Of the National Trust's 1200 tenant 
farmers, Bank House Farm is one of the 
mere half dozen which, at present, farm 
organically. However, this is beginning 
to change because of the setting up of the 
National Trust Organic Farming 
Development Fund to help tenant 
farmers to evaluate the potential for more 
sustainable systems on the farm, to assist 
where appropriate with the conversion of 
the farm and to develop markets for 
organic produce. It is good to know that 
Bank House Farm is among the pioneers 
of organic farming. 

Harry Bratherton 



New Footpaths 
in the AONB 
Sunside Wood 
As part of the Countryside Stewardship 
agreement with landowners and farmers 
on Heald Brow additional public access is 
being provided on permissive footpaths. 
To those who do not know it, Heald 
Brow is the hilltop peninsula south of the 
Linde th area of Silverdale village . 
There are remnants of ancient limestone 
grassland on the hill summit and as part 
of the Countryside Stewardship 
agreement these are being restored and 
extended. Derelict and collapsing 
drystone walls are also being rebuilt. 
The new permissive footpath leaves 
Hollins Lane (the lane between the 
corner with the white railings at the top 
of the hill from the Station, and Wolf 
House Gallery) about 70 paces west of 
Hazelwood Farm. 
You enter through a slatted timber gate 
in the wall on the south side of the road. 
Turn right and walk through the 
perimeter ornamental woodland walk in 
the grounds of Hazelwood Hall. The 
path is waymarked and easy to follow up 
the hill, where a stepped ramp is to be 
constructed on the steep slope. A belt of 
woodland has been replanted on the 
right and the path follows the 'ha-ha' 
(sunken wall) on the edge of the lawn to 
a new bridle gate. 
You turn right beside a row of fine multi
stemmed young lime trees, to enter 
Sunside Wood. This is a shady semi
natural woodland growing on limestone 
pavement. The circular paths and 
ornamental stone seat were constructed 
from the pavement in Victorian times 
and provide views to Morecambe Bay 
and the Lakeland Fells which had 
become obscured until the tree felling in 
the 1993 winter (I wrote an article about 
this tree felling in Issue No. 22). 
At the far end of the wood the paths lead 
to a wicket gate in the wall. On the 
other side of this gate the path bears to 
the right crossing the open limestone 
grassland to a wooden farm gate in the 
post and wire fence, which divides the 
grazing areas on top of the Brow. After 
you have passed through the gate the 
path continues in the same general 
direction down the slope, to join the well 
worn and waymarked public footpath 
which crosses the lower part of the fell 
summit. 

Roger Cartwright 
An advisory leaflet is at present, 1994, being 
prepared by the Countryside Management 

Service which will provide more information 
about the special interest of Heald Brow and 

the r oolpath available far ils enjoyment. 
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Hale Moss Reserve Update 
With most of your faculties intact, 
enjoyment of the countryside is usually 
undemanding and pleasant. Confined to 
a wheelchair or impeded by a disability, 
it becomes a different matter . Access is 
more limited, steps and stiles become 
hazards, the horizons narrower. 
Bearing this in mind, Hale Moss Reserve 
now has 500 metres of footpath and a 
car park, all relatively level, gradients 
not exceeding twelve degrees and the 
surface as smooth as we can make it. It 
took a wheelchair-bound observer to 
point out that some well-placed rails, by 
foot bridges and scrapes, reduced the 
risk of a cold ducking. The partially 
sighted need such aids too. A 
wheelchair pusher also pointed out she 
needed a few well-placed benches or 
even leaning posts to catch her breath 
from time to time. 
As funds permit, two hides will be 
completed for quiet observation out of 
the weather. 
In keeping with the aims of the 
Charitable Trust, Hale Moss is also 
available as a learning resource, 
educationalists please note . A wondrous 
document called the Educational Access 
Initiative will help us to prepare a data
base which conforms to the National 
Curriculum. 
Selective coppicing and a 
mowing/grazing regime is producing an 
increasingly varied habitat. All areas 
coppiced last year and fenced against the 
deer have grown 2.5 metres. The pond 
looks even more natural, hopefully 
greening up with tempting morsels for 
bottom-feeding birds. 
So, we can say the site is ready and 
available. Since marauding hordes 
would drive the deer permanently into 
the next parish, we would like to control 
access. For an access permit, ring Peter 
Harper, the Site Manager, on 05395 
64176. 

Summer House Hill, Leighton Hall 
My first thoughts about 'Mobility Access' 
occurred when I was walking a Long 
Distance Path in the French Alps . After 
back-packing some three hours up a 
narrow path, we crossed the main ridge 
and chose a sunny and spectacular 
viewpoint to have our 'baggins' . Ten 
minutes later, the peace and quiet was 
disturbed by two very old and half deaf 
English ladies, tapping their walking 
sticks along the contouring path from the 
cable car half a mile away! 
Some years later I was faced with 
organising some non-strenuous walks for 
an ancient relative visiting Silverdale . 
Summer House Hill and across the Moss 
was one of them. The viewpoint was 
particularly enjoyed. 
From this evolved the idea of achieving a 
wide surfaced path from Peter Hill Lane 
for some 300 metres to the viewpoint. 
The target users would be the mobility
impaired, i.e. wheelchair users, prams 
and those, young and old, with limited 
walking range or stability. 
With my daughter Jane's help, I surveyed 
the existing path and woodland and drew 
up a draft design. Following the 
supportive agreement of the landowner, 
Mr Richard Reynolds of Leighton Hall, 
and derailed comments by the Lancaster 
Disabled Access Group, the final design 
was handed over to Ian Henderson, 
Countryside Management Officer, for 
implementation. Funds were obtained 
from the Countryside Commission. 
The path starts some 200 metres beyond 
Leighton Hall main entrance towards 
Yealand Conyers and finishes at the 
Summer House Hill viewpoint. 

Ralph Henderson 

Did you know ... that the ministry of 
Transport now plants more broad leaved 
trees and shrubs each year than the 
Forestry commission or anyone else! 



Burton Well - Lambert's Meadow 
A short new alternative avoiding some 
of the marshy meadow has recently 
been opened up. From The Green to 
Burton Well look out for a second 
opening in the left hand wall, 100 yards 
before the Well. Though only 200 
ya rds in length, the path passes 
through a delightful stretch of 
woodland, emerging a few yards from 
the squeeze stile leading to the wooden 
bridge in the meadow. 

Barry Ayre 

"Training for Work" 
Since July 1993 I have been a full-time 
volunteer at Arnside and since January 
1994 I have been on a "Training for 
Work" scheme, run by Cumbria 
Training Company. This scheme has 
enabled me to obtain my National 
Vocational Qualifications in 
Environmental Skills . 
On Monday, 6th June, I started work 
with Lancashire County Council as a 
Seasonal Assistant Countryside Ranger. 
This is a three month contract after 
which I will be commencing an HND 
in Recreational Land Management at 
Myerscough College near Garstang. 
I would like to thank everyone in the 
AONB office for their help and 
kindness over the past ten months, and 
a special thankyou goes to Ian and Liza 
for the help, encouragement, friendship 
and support they have shown to me. 

Andrew Greenwood, Cartmel 

WE CAN HELP 
WITH ALL 

YOUR LEGAL 
PROBLEMS. 

SEE US FIRST. 
Griffiths Jones 

Solicitors 

9/11 Emesgate Lane, 
Silverdale 

Telephone: (0524) 701647 
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"Chappie" Shaw 
I was sorry to hear of Mr Shaw senior's 
death recently. Last year he talked to 
me about the Shaw-Hadwin coaches 
and their beginnings, while he sat in the 
office as he did every afternoon. This 
business that is now such a big part of 
Northern life, was started by his father 
in 1872 with horse and carriage. 
As a boy, Mr Shaw helped his father, 
and was thrown in at the deep end in 
19 14, when at only 17 years old he had 
to take over. 
In 1920 he changed the horses for 
motors, ve ry much against his father's 
wishes. 
Indeed, his father never accepted the 
motors, always saying "No charabancs"! 
The business has gone from strength to 
strength and is now a well-known name, 
the smart Shaw-Hadwin coaches being a 
familiar sight on the roads. 
The late Mr Shaw's son has run the 
business for many years now, and will 
hopefully hand it on in turn to his own 
sons. After 122 years Shaw-Hadwin has 
become a well-known part of the North 
West. 
It pleases me to have been able to meet 
and talk with Mr Shaw, and it is good to 
see the business continuing to thrive, 
carrying on the family name. 

Dulcie Matthews 

The Silverdale Collection 
A series of four delightful scenes in and 
around the Village from paintings by 
Donald Dakeyne, printed in greeting 
card form, are available from local 
shops, priced 50p each. Further details 
from Donald Dakeyne at 53 The Row, 
Silverdale. 

LANDTEC 

Landscape Gardeners 
and Contractors 
Drystone Walling 
Pond Construction 
Paths and Drives 
Paving 
Treework and Turfing 
Security , Garden and 
Agricultural Fencing 

call MICHAEL ASHTON 

0524 735040 

14 Town End Cottages , 

Warton. Carntorth, 

Lanes LA5 9NR 

Where there's a Will ... 
... there's a Way 

The Landscape Trust became 
registered as a Charity in 1990 and 
following the recent legacy of £5,000 in 
favour of the Trust from the late Joan 
Heaton Brookes, it is perhaps timely to 
remind members of the advantages that 
arise from that charitable registration in 
the area of Inheritance Tax. 
Inheritance Tax is payable on transfers 
in life and on death but it is transfers 
on death which largely concern us 
here. An estate exceeding £150,000 in 
value will be liable to pay Inheritance 
Tax at the rate of 40% on the balance 
unless exemptions apply (e .g. no tax is 
payable on assets passing to a spouse). 
If, however, money or property is gifted 
by Will to a charity then the value of 
that gift will be exempt from the tax. 
Thus, a gift of £10,000 to a person or 
organisation other than a charity will 
suffer tax of £4,000. A gift to a charity 
will suffer no tax at all. 
There are many good reasons for 
making a Will but one of them is to 
deal with one's property in a tax 
efficient manner. Another is to 
remember the outstanding beauty of 
our area and to give something back for 
the privilege of having lived here. 
(The above comments in relation to 
estate planning are of course general in 
nature and readers should take legal 
advice before making a Will) . 

C.BURROW 
Contracting 

JCB Hire 
Site Clearance 
Tree Felling 
Walling 
Landscaping 

Turfing~ 
Paving . • · 

SIiverdaie 701758 
Gibraltar Farm, Silverdale 
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Letters to the Editor 
Forty Years On 
I possess two postcards; almost forty 
years separates their despatch. The first 
bears the sage-green halfpenny stamp of 
King Edward VII and the date, clearly 
imprinted, reads 8.15 pm, June 27th 
1910. The message is written clearly in 
pencil by my father to his widowed 
mother, holidaying in Lytham St. Annes. 
It describes inclement weather, an 
encounter with a hedgehog and a note 
drawing attention to the photograph on 
the obverse side of the card to say that: 
"This is where we get all the 
necessaries". My father was seventeen 
and camping with the First Farnworth 
Scouts on land belonging to Gibraltar 
Farm. Indeed the sepia photograph 
illustrates clearly a late eighteenth/early 
nineteenth century frontage of the 
farmhouse, ivy covered but very neatly 
trimmed. The title states; unfortunately, 
Gibralter Farm (sic). 
The second postcard sent by my school 
and university friend, Frank, about 1950 
has a panoramic view of Arnside Knott 
and the Kent Estuary from the top of 
Fairy Steps. The message tells me to 
note the white dot to the left of the track 
in a field belonging to Hazelslack Tower 
(tenant farmer , I believe, was Mr Joe 
Fallows) . The dot was the caravan 
owned by Frank's father where we stayed 
often in short breaks from our university 
studies. The photograph on the card 
dates from about 1948 but Frank and I 
went there in April/May 194 7 after the 
severe winter which left nature reeling. 
O r did it? Although there was still snow 
lying in the lee of the stone walls and 
there were more dead birds than I had 
ever seen before (plovers lay dead on the 
tops of the limestone walls) the 
snowdrops in the woods and the 
primroses in more sunny spots showed 
that nature was making a come-back. 
We returned again a few months later 
and I was staggered by the wealth of 
insect life. There were Duke of 
Burgundy Fritillary butterflies, Green 
Hairstreak, Orange Tip, Brimstone, 
Brown Argus, Pearl Bordered Fritillary as 
well as the "White" butterflies. The 
variation of Brown Argus known as 
Artaxerxes seemed to be the resident 
type. This differs from Brown Argus in 
the southern counties by having a white 
circle ro und the black spot on the fore 
wing. 
As well as butterflies there was an 
abundance of various species of orchid 
and such charming ferns as the Hart's 
Tongue, Maidenhair and Wall-Rue 
Spleenwort. 
Later in the Summer we returned to see 
High Brown Fritillaries swooping down 
from their roosts in high trees to feed on 
thistle heads and other sources of food. 
At gardens in Storth and Arnside, Red 

Admiral, Small T ortoishell, Peacock and 
Painted Lady butterflies fed on the 
buddleias. However, the most striking 
phenomenon was the enormous influx of 
Clouded Yellows which covered the 
whole of the British Isles . It was what 
lepidopterists call an Edusa Year ( the 
scientific name of the Clouded Yellow is 
Colias Edusa) . So the hard winter had 
not damaged our native species of 
butterfly nor deterred the huge 
migration of visitors from the Continent 
and North Africa. 
I have many other vivid memories and 
anecdotes about our visits which would 
require more space. I can only say how 
much I appreciate the area which the 
publication Keer to Kent represents . It 
is an area unique in its flora and fauna 
and in its natural beauty. 
I recall how much my father enjoyed his 
camping there . He often told me of it. 
For me, visirs between 1946 and 1951 
when I had to join the Army were 
periods of the greatest pleasure which I 
recall each time I return . 

Derrick J. Bowden, Bolton 

Amside Smithy 
I was interested to see the old 
photograph of Briary Forge, Arnside in 
the Winter copy of Keer to Kent. I 
remember it well in the late twenties and 
early thirties . It was situated on Hollins 
Lane (in those days always known as 
Smithy Lane) . I was often sent with a 
wheelbarrow by my employer, Mr Elija 
Nelson (haulage contractor, char-a-bane 
proprietor, coal merchant etc .) to collect 
iron work from the smithy. 
O n one occasion the Smith, Mr William 
Douthwaite (Bill), told me to get hold of 
the 1416 hammer and strike for him. I 
was 14 years old at the time and felt 
quite pleased with myself having struck 
for "the mighty man". 
Mr Bert Gibson (his niece Ethel still 
lives in Arnside) was on the bellows. He 
often used to wear a bowler hat for work. 
I remember how much I enjoyed the 
atmosphere of the Fo rge and the men 
working there. One day Mr Douthwaite 
showed me a very large silver pocket 
watch inscribed on the back with his 
name and Sergeant Farrier. He told me 
it was presented to him during or after 
the Boer War. He wore steel rimmed 
spectacles, and his braces were usually 
off his shoulders when working. In those 
days, Smithy Lane was bordered by fields 
and woodland. 
N.B. If you think a 1416 hammer was 
heavy for a 14 year old boy, it was not in 
those days. The regular advert in the 
Westmorland Gaze tte was "Lad, Strong 
for Farm Work" - "Lad Strong" - meant 
lad's wages to do a man's work or nearly! 
Tony Clough, Far Amside 

Tidal Warning Siren 
I feel obliged, simply for the sake of the 
historical record, to supplement the note 
by George Crossman in the Spring issue 
of Keer to Kent. 
During the late 1950's and early 60's, 
following a number of incidents 
involving both fatalities and numerous 
persons cut off on sandbanks by the 
incoming tide, the warning siren was 
introduced at Arnside, later at Sandside. 
In the early days it was sounded on a 
voluntary basis by the staff at Crossfields 
Boatyard during normal working hours 
based on visual observations. However, 
as many potential casualties occurred 
outside those hours and at weekends, a 
system was introduced whereby the siren 
was activated at Arnside by telephone 
landline by staff at Grange swimming 
baths who, as George Crossman says, 
kept watch for the approaching tide . 
This worked well when the main Kent 
channel, and hence the incoming tide, 
passed close to Grange baths and along 
the Grange shore of the estuary. 
Subsequently the Kent channel moved 
away from the Grange shore and the 
observations made at Grange, whilst 
important to the Grange shore, were of 
little relevance to Arnside . Often the 
tide arrived at Arnside before the siren 
was sounded. 
It was therefore decided in consultations 
between H.M. Coastguard and South 
Lakeland District Council that someone 
should be recruited to make daily visual 
observations from Arnside and sound the 
siren at the appropriate moment and the 
Sandside siren to follow, activated by 
telephone landline. 
Over the next few years this task was 
undertaken firstly by Mr Ali Pickett and 
following him by Mr Peter McLean. I 
should like to pay tribute to the 
exemplary way these two gentlemen 
carried out their duties in all weathers 
without fail and set a standard of 
dedication to the safety of the public of 
the highest order. 
Having watched the incoming tide for 
almost 30 years I am convinced that the 
only certain method of providing a 
reliable warning system is by visual 
observation. 
John Duerden, Amside 

Survival of the Smallest 
In a recent National Survey, C umbria 
only just qualified as dormouse country 
with one sigh ting. The disappearance 
of managed coppiced woodland is 
widely thought to be the biggest threat 
to the dormouse's survival. As 
woodland falls into disuse it becomes 
overshadowed and overgrown, killing 
off many of the plants that provide food 
for wildlife. 

Daily T elegrnph, May '94 



Coastal Footpath 
Albeit belatedly, I am now a member of 
your Trust, after "poaching" copies of 
Keer to Kent from long-standing 
members and at the risk of boring you I 
regard Silverdale as my spiritual home. I 
am in fact a Yorkshireman exiled to the 
Black Country for the past thirty-five 
years but my wife and I head for 
Silverdale at every possible opportunity. 
By sheer coincidence, during my school 
years in a village just outside Leeds, my 
parents' home was proudly named 
"Silverdale" and as a family we spent 
many a happy day travelling by train on 
the long-defunct lines of the Furness 
Railway to the delightful villages of 
Westmorland. 
I have read with more than ordinary 
interest the contribution by Roger 
Cartwright in the Spring issue of Keer to 
Kent, entitled "Is a Tunnel Needed?". 
Needless to say, I view with horror the 
proposals to develop and promote 
Coastal Footpaths. Only a vandal or 
parties hoping to gain from commercial 
activities resulting from the construction 
of such a coastal way would support this . 
As the writer mentions, such a 
development would be positively harmful 
to the landscape and wildlife interest of 
the area. Having observed the 
"independent" studies leading to the 
blighting of most of what is left of the 
Green Belt areas around the West 
Midlands, I shudder to think what the 
vested interest would do to the unique 
heritage that up to now has provided 
residents and visitors alike with our 
designated Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. All power to the 
Arnside/Silverdale AONB Landscape 
Trust! 
Arthur Jackson, Walsall 

Per haps the solution to the dilemma facing 
the planners of the Coastal Way through the 
AONB is that used by the authorities in the 
Natural Park of "SIERRA DE 
GRAZALEMA" in Andalucia, Spain. 
There, passports have to be produced to 
obtain a permit for a day 's walking in the 
park. Furthermore the quota of permits per 
day is severly restricted, and walkers have to 
follow a given route! 

Editor 

Litter Picking Sticks 
A few local members have recently 

enquired as to where to obtain litter 
picking sticks. As both manufacturer 

and suppliers change almost as often as 
the wind , we have bought in some of 

the standard 'cheap' litter pickers 
which may be purchased at cost price 
by the many enthusiastic litter pickers 
in the AONB. Cost £6.00. Contact 

the Office in Arnside. 
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Forty Years On, Denick Bowden's letter on Page 6 referred to Gibraltar Farm in 19 10. 
This is t he card his father sent to his widowed mother on 27th June of that year. 

Turf out of our Backyard 
At one time sea-washed turf was 
harvested along the West Coast for 
bowling greens, golf courses and tennis 
courts . The advent of mechanical 
cutting tools after the 2nd World War 
pushed production of turf inland. 
Today, almost all our turf is produced 
inland. John Brailsford is one of the few 
remaining commercial producers of sea
washed turf who has cut turf in the 
Morecambe Bay area since 1953. He 
rents turf rights from several landlords 
around the Bay including RSPB. Only 
about two percent of the salt-marsh is 
suitable for commercial use. 
Sea-washed turf is tightly rooted and 
more compact than sown meadow turf. 
It is less prone to weeds and the grass 
blades are denser . This makes for a 
hard-wearing and firm playing surface. 
With proper maintenance it can last 

SILVERDALE 
Every day (inc.Sun) 

10.30-1.00 
2.00 - 5.30 

Closed Mondays 

Fresh coffee and 
home-baked biscuits 

SILVERDALE 701405 

between 20-50 years. 
Harvesting, usually in winter, uses hand 
guided cutters producing one inch thick, 
18"xl2" rectangles, lifted with forks and 
stacked by hand. Once cut, the marsh 
regenerates itself taking 6-10 years for 
the rhizomes to regrow by the root 
system. John Brailsford often gives a 
helping hand by harrowing and re
seeding with seeds collected from other 
areas of the marsh. The turf is nurtured 
over 3-4 years by careful mowing, two 
years treatment with a mild weedkiller 
and a final dressing of a very mild 
nitrogen fertiliser. 
Turf from our area has been sent to 
Cadbury's at Bournville, the Bank of 
England in London, as well as to an 
Edinburgh based bowling green 
contractor on a regular basis . 
Edited from an article in "The Sunday Post 
Magazine" , January 1994 

l~'!!!'wl 
Accommodation 

~tlbtrbalt 1(,ottl 

Bar Meals available 
Lunches and Evenings 
7 days a week 

Restaurant open 7 pm - 10 
pm 

Function Room available 
Shore Road 
Silverdale, via Carnforth 
Lanes, LAS OTP 
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The Buck 
Stone 
There is a tradition about the big snig of 
Silverdale tam (Hawes Water). The lake 
is said to have been haunted by a great 
eel or snake of some kind. Near the old 
farm-house, upon the upland north of 
the water, a curious rock stands alone on 
the summit of a pastoral knoll. This rock 
is called the "Buck Stone". Seen from 
the road, it bears some rude likeness to 
an immense human head, and at the 
lower part is worn away in a smooth 
neck-like hollow. Tradition says that the 
great eel of Silverdale tarn used to come 
up from the water and coil itself round 
this lower part of the rock, thus wearing 
away the hollow place in the stone. 
Here, coiled round, it used to lurk until 
some careless sheep came ,within reach, 
when it would dart forth and drag its 
victim down to the water to devour it 
there. There was a certain old Silverdale 

The Old School 
Yealand Conyers 
If you make your way through the middle 
ofYealand Conyers you will find the Old 
School, here illustrated at the top of the 
hill next door to the Friends (Quakers) 
meeting-house. 
Although the Society of Friends was 
established in 1652, Quakers were not 
allowed to build their own places of 
worship until, in the 1690's, a change in 
the law permitted it. The meeting house 
at Yealand Conyers was built in 1692 but 
it suffered a fire in 1737 and was largely 
rebuilt then. A pleasant and peaceful 
place, it is worth a visit and is freely open 
in daylight hours. 
A bequest from Robert Widders of 
Keller, who died in the 1680's, provided 
£6 a year for the education of Quaker 
children at Yealand, and in 1705 a 
schoolmas ter was appointed and the 
school opened, first at the Backhouse 
farm in Hilderstone, and then back at 
the meeting-house. In 1764 the cottage 
adjacent to the meeting house was 
purchased and modified for use as a 
school. The building was enlarged in the 
late 19th century, providing stabling for 
the horses and carriages of Friends 
attending meetings. The buildings 
remained continuously in use as a school 
until 1930. In addition to Quaker 
children there were many from Catholic 
and Anglican families, and in the 1880's 
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The Buck Stone (Bowk Stone or Rocking Stone on O .S. maps) is IO feet in height and 35 feet in 
circumference. According to John Lucas in his "History of Warton" he was able "to move it with very 
small force" 

wag called Thomas Hoggatt who used to 
say that when it was killed at last, there 
was nearly a pack of wool found in the 
hollow of one of its teeth. Of course 
that is a lie but there are folk in 

there were 120 on the school roll. 
No longer a school, in the 1930's the 
building was seldom used until the war, 
but in 1939 Yealand Manor opened as 
an evacuation school, and the old school 
- now The Old School - became 
dormitory accommodation for boys. 
Local people gave brass bedsteads and 
camp beds. Bowls and buckets had to be 
placed here and there as the roof leaked 
rather badly. The large room was also 
used for Christmas entertainment, when 
all the children from the school took 
part, chairs being carried down from the 
Manor for the audience. 

Silverdale who would have believed it if 
it had been ten times as big. 

Reprinted from "Rambles in the Lake 
Country and its Borders" by Edwin Waugh. 
Published in 1861 

For further 
information 
contact: 
The Warden 
Friends Cottage 
Yealand Conyers 
Carnforth, 
LAS 9SH 
Tel: 0524 732336 

After the war ended the Old School was 
used as a village centre. Lectures were 
organised, there was a Country Dancing 
Group and a choir. The first WI 
meetings were held in the Old School, 
and there were WEA classes and two 
regular art groups. But gradually most of 
these activities ceased. Since the 1960's 
the Old School has been run as a hostel, 
offering self-catering accommodation to a 
wide variety of groups including schools, 
Girl Guides, Brownies, BTCV groups, as 
well as Quaker groups coming to visit the 
area which gave birth to the Quaker 
movement. 
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The Stone Walters 

London School of 
Aromatherapy 
International Society 
of Professional 
Aromatherapists 
can help with arthritis, chest infections, stress, 

anxiety, depression, burns and PMT. 

AROMATHERAPY 
can help these and other 

conditions 

Avril Moncaster 
69 Ullswater Road 
Lancaster LAI 3PS 

Telephone: (0524) 388630 

Rosa Sherardii 
Northern Downy Rose 

Walking along Slackwood Lane, I paused to admire the 
stone-walling in progress. The work was being done by two 
people, a man and a yo ung woman. Bernard and Lisa have 
worked together for about 8 years now and they are a very 
good team, each working on opposite sides of the wall. 
Bernard has been on a farm all his life and Lisa has more 
than enough experience from the sheep farm she runs in 
Kentmere. 

Their expertise is good to watch. It is fascinating to see the 
stones being selected and slotting into their places as if by 
magic. They have placed the stones weather-side outwards 
which instan tly gives the finished wall an ancient look. 
Strange to think that the wall will still be standing (new 
roads permitting) in a hundred years time, long after the 
dedicated wailers have gone. Lisa showed me the long 
stones known as 'throughs' which have three layers of 
colour. There are also marks in the rocks which are probably 
from water passing through the limestone, and also marks 
from plant roots. Each stone is a small part of the earth's 
past. Sadly the re-building of the walls also exposes litter 
which has been discarded by thoughtless people. 

Not wanting to delay the work any longer, I reluctantly 
moved on . Bernard and Lisa resumed their work which they 
obviously enjoy very much, Bernard's last comment being 
that the only thing which bothered them was flies! 

~ 

Dulcie Matthews 

THE LIMES 
Village Guest House 

Stankelt Road, Silverdale LAS OTF 
Telephone (0524) 701454 

Northern NatureScapes 
Wildlife Gardens & Ponds 
Landscape Conservation 
Woodland Management 
Landscape Gardening 

Many local people who lack the space to 
entertain use our facilities for their guests. 
We offer three attractive rooms each with 
a sitting area, own bathroom, colour TV, 
radio, central heating, plus tea and coffee 
making facilities for bed and breakfast. 

Stuart Lockton B.Sc. 
Environmental Landscape Contractor 
IO Crofilands, Warton, Camforth, Lanes 
LAS 9PY Tel. Camforth 734262 

If required , we serve a full five course 
dinner or a lighter meal. 

No Smoking 
We also have two delightful holiday 

cottages 
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Letters from our younger visitors 
On 13th April 40 school children aged 9/10 from Burnley, visited the 
AONB. They were divided into groups:- Warton Crag, Heald Brow, 
Fairy Steps and Arnside Moss. Their group leaders were Ian Henderson, 
Tony Riden, John Nesbitt, Guy Wells and Andrew Greenwood. 
Comments from their teacher and from two of the children are reprinted here. 

LANCASHIRE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Mr. I. Henderson 
Countryside Management Service 

Dear Ian 

ST. JAMES' LANEHEAD 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
BURNLEY 

27th April, 1994 

We all would like to thank you for sharing your day with us and giving us an insight 
into your work. As you were aware , it was a new venture for us, therefore, we have spent some 
time on analys ing what we did , including "feed-back" from the children . 

The children involved were unanimous in their enjoyment of the "cutting and 
sawing" aspect of their day , and also appreciated why it had to be done. The depth of their 
recall of the plants and animals they saw and those that were pointed out to them, was indicative 
of what they learned that day. 

We would love to come back next year, as we do feel that the day was reasonably 
successful. It is obvious that the children enjoyed the practical work, coped well with it , and 
understood why it was being done. They also appreciated the "fauna and flora" side of the day, 
at a level that was understandable to them. 

We thank you all again, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully 
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Arnside Knott; 
The National Trust's Management 
Until the mid l 920's, Arnside Knott was 
fairly intensively managed as grazing 
pasture for sheep and cattle . At this 
time the Knott was far more open in 
character, the stock effectively 
controlling the establishment of young 
scrub and woodland. 
Following the cessation of animal 
grazing, scrub and tree cover rapidly 
encroached onto previously open 
grassland. Without active management 
the natural tendency would be for the 
Knott to become covered by woodland. 
Whilst native broadleaved woodland 
would, with time, undoubtedly develop 
its own wildlife interest, the great nature 
conservation significance of Arnside 
Knott lies primarily in the limestone 
grassland glades within a mosaic of scrub 
woodland. The grassland swards are rich 
in native wild flowers such as wild thyme, 
dropwort, salad burnet, fairy flax and 
cowslip. Strong colonies of a number of 
uncommon butterflies are dependent 
upon the extent of sun-warmed but 
sheltered grassland. Most notable among 
these insects are various species of 
fritillary and the Scotch argus. 
The continued expansion of scrub onto 
previously open grassland has been 
illustrated by reference to aerial 
photographs. Air-photos of the Knott 
taken in 1963 and 1981 clearly 
demonstrated the increase in woody 
cover between these dates. 
The essential objective of the National 
Trust's management on the Knott is to 
restore the balance of habitats in favour 
of flower-rich limestone grassland. For a 
number of years now the Trust Warden, 
in conjunction with local volunteers, has 
undertaken a programme of gradual 
scrub clearance. The aim has been to 
extend existing clearings and to link 
together open areas thus creating a 
network of grassland vegetation. The 
work is carried out during the winter 
months to avoid disturbance to breeding 
birds and, where unusual shrub or tree 
species occur they have been selectively 
retained. 
Recent emphasis has been placed on 
restoring a large glade which was once a 
prominent feature of the larch grove 
below the car park. Secondary birch 
woodland has encroached upon the 
grassland reducing its interest. Felling of 
these trees to reinstate a sunny glade has 
been approved by the Forest Authority as 
part of the overall management scheme. 
The management programme has 
recently been formalised through the 
Countryside Stewardship Scheme and 
agreed with both the Countryside 

Commission and English Nature. Under 
the Stewardship Scheme the boundary 
walls of the Knott have been repaired to 
make them stockproof. Where 
necessary, fencing has been erected to 
complete the boundary, with gates and a 
cattle grid to enable continued public 
access. 
Stock-proofing of the property has been 
essential to allow the re-introduction of 
grazing animals after an absence of over 
60 years . Traditional light grazing will 
complement the manual control of scrub 
and benefit the conservation interest of 
the site in two main ways: 
a) Stock will browse the regrowth which 
shoots following cutting, thus making 
glades more permanent. 

b) Appropriate grazing levels will 
prevent grassland swards becoming 
dominated by coarse grasses at the 
expense ofless robust herb species. 
Without active management the wildlife 
interest associated with the limestone 
grassland of Arnside Knott will decline as 
the property becomes totally cloaked in 
scrub and woodland. Implementation of 
the above management approach will 
maintain and even enhance the flora and 
fauna of ~his nationally important site . It 
is however recognised that a cautious 
approach needs to be taken on such a 
sensitive property. To this end, close 
monitoring of the effect of stock re
introduction will be carried out and, if 
necessary, the scheme modified in light 
of this information. 

(c;;L~rxy, WAT~1tS'LA c'fl 
~ "' ,P., e, J T€i\ 1lOOM 

AND 
Grrr GAiLeltY 

Situated in WATERSLACK GARDEN CENTRE 
SIL-VEA.DALE. 

0.dicio-ud ~ -6~ 
u'--9 ~v--o/~'--a'L~~ 

~.acudfrHL ff P 70Tl62 
Open Every Day e)(ce.pr Monday 10am to 5·30pm 
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Tom Bright & his family 
Tom Bright grew up in Rochdale but his 
connection with Silverdale goes back to 
1920 when he was nearly 22 . His father, 
Herbert Bright had been extremely hard 
working, overseeing the family cotton 
mill founded by Tom's great great 
grandfather Jacob Bright, father of John 
Bright MP, and this had eventually taken 
a toll on his health. In 1918 he had 
pneumonia. Tom, who had just been 
demobilised from the Royal Artillery, was 
told by his mother Cicely that ifhe joined 
the firm his father would undoubtedly 
continue working in order to help him so 
Tom decided he would not join. This 
prompted his mother, who had been 
planning this for some time , to persuade 
Herbert to move to the healthier climate 
of Silverdale. 
It was a dull overcast day about a week 
after Easter when the family came to look 
round the houses for sale in Silverdale, 
but none was suitable. As they were 
leaving disappointed, they suddenly came 
across a 'For Sale' notice at the far end of 
the village which they had not previously 
known about. It referred to the Cove, 
Cove Lea, some cottages and Bank 
House Farm. The Cove looked dark and 
the garden overgrown. They decided to 
have a look inside and over a fireplace 
Herbert was surprised to find his initials 
H.B. in cast iron. They went outside to 
the Lookout and looked towards the sea. 
At that moment the clouds cleared and 
there was a beautiful light over the bay 
and they had no doubt any more that this 
was the right place. 
To their amazement, when Tom's 
grandmother was told the news she said 
that her uncle Butterworth had lived at 
Cove Lea and that his daughter Ada had 
married Canon Boddington, son of 
Henry Boddington the owner of the 
Cove in the latter part of the 19th 
century who had extended the house and 
had left his initials in the new part. The 
young couple are said to have talked to 
each other and to have exchanged letters 
through a hole in the wall between the 
two properties . 
Herbert Bright used to say that he was 
inspired to breed ponies by the carving of 
men and horses on the pillar at the end 
of his pew in Silverdale church, and so in 
August 1921 he bought 3 stud mares at 
Tattershall's and that was the start of the 
Silverdale Polo Pony Stud. Two of these 
mares, Silvery and Bowery, turned out to 
be of outstanding quality . Bright's Mill 
was finally sold in 1923 after which 
Herbert was able to devote all his time to 
the ponies. On several occasions, 
notably in 1926 and 1928, the Silverdale 
stud carried off the chief prizes at the 
National Pony Society show at Islington 
in March and there were successes at the 
Royal Show in July. Names of some of 
the champions can still be seen carved 

on a gate in Cove Lane. In 1936/7 
Herbert Bright was President of the 
National Pony Society. From 1939 to 45 
the ponies were mostly replaced by 
Ayrshire cows but Herbert once said to 
Tom "I cannot raise much enthusiasm 
for cows". He continued to keep some 
ponies till shortly before his death in 
1950 at the age of80. 
Tom studied natural sciences at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, from 1919 to 1923. 
After several years of frustration over 
employment and ill health he joined the 
Distillers' Company as a bacteriologist in 
192 7. He moved to Walton-on-the-Hill 
in Surrey to be near his work studying 
yeast, which he found very interesting. 
Whenever possible he was in Silverdale 
thoroughly enjoying 'the countryside, 
shore, garden, walks, riding, dogs and 
visitors' . He also played in the Village 
cricket team whenever possible . During 
his spare time in Surrey he was an 
ardent Scoutmaster, particularly 
interested in Rover Scouts and he was 
eventually awarded the coveted Gilwell 
Scarf which he always enjoyed wearing 
right up to the last day of his life. After 
he retired he continued this work but 
with the Cubs at Bleasdale House. 
Tom's wife Helen had known Silverdale 
from an earlier date . Her uncle and 
Godfather, Dr William Percy Stocks, 
retired from a medical practice near 
Manchester in 1912 and moved to 
Ashleigh, now Crinkle Cottage, at the 
Green. He loved Silverdale and he 
explored most if not all the footpaths in 
the neighbourhood, which he marked in 
blue on a large six inches to one mile 
map of the district. He became blind 
and died aged 89 in 1953. When his 
sister Ethel's husband William Cocks 
died in 1919, she moved into part of the 
neighbouring house, Cray Green. She 
died aged nearly 86 in 1951. Helen, 
whose father was the librarian at 
Durham University, used to stay at the 
Green with her uncle or aunt and in 
1933 was invited for the first time to the 
Cove. She married Tom in 1937 in 
Durham Cathedral. 
In 1938 Tom, realising that war was 
becoming inevitable, was one of the first 
volunteers to take part in flying balloons 
over London. When war did break out 
he was mobilised and was soon in charge 
of about 150 men and upwards of a 
dozen barrage balloons in the south west 
of London area until April 1942, when 
the Distillers' Company found that his 
expertise was indispensable for their 
production of yeast, so he was released 
from the RAF. At one time it was said 
that half the yeast of the Country passed 
through his hands. In 1939 Helen 
Bright and their toddler son and baby 
daughter were dispatched to the Cove 
where for a few months, besides the 5 

maids, there were 3 other ladies with 
their children, friends or relatives of the 
family and 12 evacuee boys from Salford • 
whose dormitory was the drawing room of 
the Cove. Tom spent all his leave at 
Silverdale or at Langdale where the family 
later moved, before returning to Surrey 
when things were a bit quieter. Tom sent 
the family back to Silverdale when the 
flying bombs started to appear. 
Herbert Bright's very able stud-groom, 
Richard Mason became tenant of Bank 
House Farm. Tom's mother Cicely, after 
her husband's death, went on a grand 
tour visiting relatives in New Zealand and 
other parts of the World. Finding the 
Cove too large she moved into Cove Lea 
and the Stone Bower Fellowship took 
over the Cove. Immediately on his 
retirement in 1963, Tom sold his house in 
Surrey and he and Helen moved to Cove 
Lea. Tom's mother moved to a 
residential home, the Keys on the Isle of 
Wight where she was well looked after 
and where she died aged 90 in 1967. As 
Tom and Helen got older, Cove Lea 
became too large for them and they 
moved a few yards to The Barn in 1976. 
They were there until 1989 when 
increasing frailty forced them to move to 
Ridgeway old people's home, and finally, 
when that closed at the end of June 1989, 
to West Lindeth, where they had a room 
overlooking the Post Office Lots and 
their beloved Morecambe Bay with 
Grange in the distance. It was here that 
Helen died aged 88 in November '92 and 
Tom died aged 95 on 30 March this year. 
Cicely and Helen were both keen 
gardeners and the garden at Cove Lea 
was always beautiful. They were ably 
assisted by Eddie Willan, an equally keen 
gardener who had originally come to the 
Cove as a chauffeur in 192 7. Visitors to 
Silverdale often stop to look over the wall 
into the orchard opposite Cove Lea to 
admire the masses of snowdrops and 
crocuses which Tom and Helen used to 
add to each year around the mulberry 
tree, planted by Cicely to commemorate 
the Coronation in 1953 . Tom was 
particularly concerned lest the farm fields 
and the Lots should be developed so 
ruining their beauty, and in 1983 he and 
Helen generously gave both the farm and 
their part of the Lots to the National 
Trust and it was partly due to Tom's 
determination that the National Trust 
later acquired the other half of the Lots. 
He was also strongly opposed to the 
Morecambe Bay Barrage scheme, as he 
could foresee the irreparable damage it 
would do to the whole neighbourhood of 
Silverdale and he felt great satisfaction 
and relief when that scheme was 
abandoned. It is to be hoped that 
Silverdale will always remain the beautiful 
place that Tom Bright has done so much 
to preserve. 

This article has been sent to the Editor by 
Tom Bright's daughter Elizabeth Seale and 
her husband Richard who now live in 
Cambridge. 
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Personal Viewpoint 

Culling the Trees 
by Richard Norman 

With all the goodwill in the world, it is 
hard to see why there is so much tree
felling going on on Warton Crag, where 
ash, birch, beech, hawthorn and 
blackthorn, among other species, are all 
falling foul of the woodsman's axe. Many 
hundreds, if not thousands, of trees have 
been cut down during the last two or 
three years, thinning out the woodland in 
some places, completely removing the 
tree cover in others. Large clearings have 
been made where the trees were once 
quite dense, and in some places there 
seems to have been a conscious decision 
made to leave the merest strip or belt of 
trees to hide the fact of the destruction 
from the motorist or casual passer-by. 
This wholesale stripping of trees is no 
commercial venture, for the fallen timber 
is neatly piled and left to rot. One of the 
justifications for cutting down the trees is 
that the practice of copptcmg is 
traditional on the Crag, yet coppicing was 
always done for economic reasons, for the 
fallen tree-trunks provided logs for fuel, 
and the slender new growth arising from 
the "stools" or lopped bases of the trees 
was used for a variety of crafts and trades, 
from basket-making to the "wattle" infill 
for the internal walls of cottages. 
The real reason for the coppicing must be 
that it permits a different kind of growth 
on the ground hitherto covered by 
thriving saplings or mature timber. 
Creating clearings for flowering plants or 
scarce sedges is a laudable and 
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understandable initiative, but it is a great 
pity when done on such a large scale, 
and at the expense of so many beautiful, 
well-grown trees which have given 
pleasure to so many people over the 
years. We are constantly being informed 
by conservationists that the destruction 
of forest and woodland for commercial 
gain, building and extending towns and 
cities and developing road networks, is a 
disaster on an international scale. The 
woodlands of this overcrowded country 
of ours are particularly vulnerable, a 
rapidly diminishing resource which 
ought to be protected vigorously. With 
the woodland areas of England so 
pitifully few, every acre of wooded 
ground is very precious, and the loss of a 
single tree a matter for concern. 
Not just trees are being lost, either. 
Characteristic woodland flowers of the 
Spring such as primroses, bluebells, 
violets, purple orchises and arum lily 
have all been uprooted, displaced or 
trampled by these clearances. Beds of 
bracken have been cut down and 
burned, though these are home to 
ground-nesting birds and provide safe 
hiding places for roe deer and fawns 
whose mothers leave them to lie in 
safety and utter stillness, in the cool 
green of the warm days of summer. 
Tree-nesting birds such as woodpeckers, 
owls, tree-creepers and nuthatches are 
being robbed of suitable nest sites, for 
the trees they favour, those with loose 

bark or hollow trunks, are among the first 
to go in this modern mania for sanitised 
woodland. 
There have been some inexplicable 
pieces of policy making formulated in 
connection with Warton Crag, most 
notably the rebuilding of stone walls 
which once upon a time were used to 
fence in livestock. Clearly they no longer 
have that function and seemed to have as 
their main aim a form of job creation, or 
outdoor relief as it would once have been 
called. These walls were a greater haven 
for wildlife in their decayed form, covered 
in ferns and mosses and full of cavities, 
than in the immaculate garden centre 
manifestation they have subsequently 
been made to assume. People who have 
known the Crag for a long time are 
concerned at the transformation of a 
familiar and well-loved piece of landscape 
and the increasing pressures being put 
upon a fragile environment. One of the 
most controversial issues is that of public 
access, which has been encouraged and 
made easier recently by the 
transformation of the qua~ry and the 
making there of a sizeable car park, also 
the provision of signposts and 
information boards, and the other 
paraphernalia of "theme park" 
conservation. Only a few years ago there 
were footpaths across the Crag, in general 
use, which were grassed. The regular 
pounding from legions of booted ramblers 
and country lovers has reduced these 
paths to muddy tracks for most of the 
year, and baked clay in the warmer 
weather. Already gravel has been laid on 
some sections; what next? Open access, 
open land; more space for picnics, 
campers and those who like to ride their 
mountain bikes, an endless stream of 
people seeking the packaged enjoyment 
of modern outdoor leisure. 
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Another View on 
"Culling" Trees 

Altho ugh Mr Norman is right to question the need to repair 
redundant stone walls and the clearance of healthy secondary 
woodland, it is all about achieving the right balance, and 
conservationists should not fall out. 
There are good arguments for retaining and extending the few 
remaining areas of species-rich limestone grassland and for 
reintroducing coppice woodland management. 
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Previous articles in Keer to Kent have dealt with these 
subjects . Admittedly experts do not always get it right. It is 
the results on the ground that matter, and I can see 
considerably more gains than losses throughout the AONB. 
The wood that I started coppicing five years ago still looks 
beautiful. The trees were not killed (culled) and this Spring 
we have seen and heard more woodland birds than ever before 
and there is a relative abundance of wild flowers and 
butterflies . 

Top Right 

Bottom Left 

Bottom Right 

Roger Cartwright, Silverdale 

Bottoms Wood, Woodwell , Silverdale 
18 months after thinning and coppicing. 
Heald Brow, Silverdale 
Volunteers erecting a new fence to control grazing 
on limestone pasture. 
No prizes for identifying the location or the tree 
feller! 
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The Building of Grey Walls Peter Sharp is the gmndson of William 
Sharp the builder of Grey Walls . He lived 
in the lwuse as a bay, and for the last thirty 
years has lived in Barwick. by Peter Sharp 

"Why did my grandparents return north 
to Silverdale after moving to Kent 
fo llowing the First World War?" 
T hey had lived at Bleasdale House and 
Hazelwood after their marriage at the 
beginning of the century and yet decided 
to go south. Apparently they took with 
them all their furniture and possessions 
on the train, presided over by Mr Jenner, 
the butler, who travelled all the way in 
the guard's van. 
However, they had met Thomas 
Mawson, the landscape gardener before 
the war, and he had designed the rose 
gardens and limestone terrace at 
Hazelwood (which he photographed for 
his book "The Life of a Landscape 
Architect") . He was therefore 
commissioned to design -an entirely new 
house on the windswept hillside above 
Jenny Brown's Point and later to be 
known as "Grey Walls" . Photographs 
showed the land to be almost devoid of 
the scrub of thorn and birch which now 
covers it, and the grey house in old black 
and white photographs had almost the 
gloom of Dartmoor Prison 
Inside, however, it combined the charm 
of the Arts and Crafts movement and the 
spirit which Lutyens brought to country 
houses of the time, with solid modern 
comfort. Wash basins in the bedrooms 
were beautifully encased in oak cabinets. 
All the floors in the main rooms, both 
upstairs and downstairs, were of polished 
oak boards . The staircase was of slate 
which apparently benefitted from being 
washed with milk, and there was a great 
deal of fine oak joinery, especially on a 
screen in the hall in the centre of the 
house . 
The architect settled every detail, down 
to the light switches and fittings . 
Detailed drawings survive so that I 
wonder whether the dream of what was 
to be done was more exciting than the 
reality. 
A ll was finished by 1925-1926 and the 
house was furnished with 'antique' oak 
furniture supplied by dealers responding 
to demand (most of which turned out to 
be fake !). 
It was built by Mr Thoms of Lancaster, 
and the bills apparently amounted to 
£10,000. It is not known whether this 
included the garage which in addition to 
space for cars included rooms for the 
water pumps (water was pumped to lead 
tanks in the roof of the house, as mains 
water had not arrived in the village) and 
the ge nera tors for electric lights, as there 
was no mains supply at that time. 
As soon as they re turned (Mr Jenner 
returned as we ll , to a new house that 
they had built at Woodwell) Ambrose 
Nicoll who lived at Lindeth Farm (now 

Grey Walls which was built in 1925-26 had panoramic views of the Bay. Today the house is hidden by 
trees, is known as Ridgway Park and is used as a Management Training Centre. 

Wolf House Gallery) started the garden. 
A solid stone summer-house with a 
stone slate roof was built fi rst, nearly at 
the summit of the hill. The garden 
spread south in a series of descending 
terraces with total disregard for natural 
limestone pavement, through two level 
herbaceous borders, each some hundred 
yards long. To the east a level kitchen 
garden was built with a circular pond in 
the middle . The ground was divided 
into formal q uarters by oak trellissing on 
which grew espalier fruit trees. 
All this work was completed by 1936, 
the year in which my grandfather died . 
His widow immediately left fo r the south 
again and my parents took over. She 
had left almost eve rything; even cutlery, 
glass, linen, carpets and curtains 
remained. Prac tically nothing was 
altered and so it remained until the 
frailties of old age overtook my parents, 
and in 1982, after almos t 50 years in it 
toge ther, they decided to sell. 
Today the house has been much altered 
and the romance of the architect's 
dream has completely vanished. Whilst 
the amazing sunsets across the bay still 
astonish, the fields and rough lots of 
Heald Brow, and the woods towards 

Woodwell and Silverdale are in better 
heart than ever they were . 

The steady work of the officers of the 
AONB, the impact of the volunteers 
and the grants from the Countryside 
Commission have all contributed to the 
improvement. 
Perhaps 2000 yards of wall have been 
rebuilt. 
Over 5000 yards of fence now help to 
keep the sheep where they should be. 
A great amount of careful coppicing has 
improved the woods in which many 
trees have been planted to preserve the 
tree cover. 
Hopefully the most dramatic impact will 
be in Levens Field where considerable 
areas have been fenced to keep out 
stock, and many hardwoods have been 
planted. 

Thus the charm which brought the family 
to Silverdale nearly a hundred years ago 
has not only survived but has been 
enhanced in circumstances which they 
could never have envisaged. 
They would certainly be pleased. 



Memory Lane 
The Square at Milnthorpe shortly after the turn 
of the century 

WAlm 
Return lift daily from Morecambe 
to Universiry of Central Lancashire, 
Preston. Share expenses. 
Starting 26 September 1994. 
Please ring John Nesbitt, 
Te l: 0524417968after7.00pm. 

Reprinted from the RSPB Birds 
Magazine, Summer 1994 

Songbird Decline 
Magpies Not Guilty 
It is easy to assume, encouraged by 
some writers in the national press, 
that, as magpies eat small birds' eggs 
and chicks, they must cause a decline 
in the populations of small birds . It is 
not so. 
Of course we sympathise wi th people 
who find the sight of a magpie or 
sparrowhawk taking a garden bird 
distressing, and the fact that it is a 
natural event may be of little 
consolation. Magpies may be 
controlled in a variety of legal ways, 
although we recommend non-lethal 
means of protection for songbirds. 
Sparrowhawks, however, are quite 
different, as they are fu lly protected by 
law and it is an offence to kill or 
capture them, even on yo ur own land. 
If you require further information on 
magpie control, please write for a 
leaflet from: 

The Wildlife Enquiry Office 
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, 

SG19 2DL. 
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In and Around Silverdale 
The story of a north Lancashire Village 
written and illustrated by the late David 
Peter, has recently been reprinted. 
It traces the history of Silverdale from 
Neolithic times through to the Village 
we now know. Though not intended to 
be a guide book, readers are able to put 
together their own walks incorporating 
the many points of interest. 
Local industries from fishing to farming, 
quarrying to limestone burning are all 
included. 
Buildings of historical interest are 
featured, and the many personalities 
who were resident in the Village get a 
mention. 
Readers of Keer to Kent will find much 
to interest them, and the many 
illustrations make this a fascinating 
guide . 
Copies can be obtained from local 
shops, priced £2.95, or direct from Barry 
Ayre, Crinkle Co ttage, 9 The Green, 
Silverdale LAS 0TJ, priced £3 .30 
including pos rage. 

Corrections to 
"The Struggle of the Orchids", 
Keer to Kent Issue No. 23. 
pl0 - column l, line 17 
"There is seasonal variation" should 
read "There is no seasonal 
variation". 
pll - co lumn 1, lines 18,20,22 
"Orchis" should read "Ophrys". 
pl 1 - column 3, lines 2,5 
"Planthera" should read 
"Platanthera". 
My apologies to Michael Dearden for 
these literal errors. Editor 

her lohnl _J,:iue number 24 

Ian Dutton, Proprietor/Chef of the 
New Inn, Yealand Conyers, 

suggests the following summer 
recipes for you to try. Ian was the 

Head Chef at the Miller Howe 
Restaurant and was trained by 

John Tovey. 

7 
a~ 

Simple Summer Salmon Pate 

Everyone thinks pate is difficult to make 
but all you will need is :-
1 lb fresh cooked salmon 
4 oz full fat creamed cheese 
1 tsp chopped fennel 
2 tbsp Worcester sauce 
Half a lemon, finely grated & juiced 
6 stuffed green olives 

It is surprisingly easy when yo u know 
how. 
Place the cooked salmon in a food 
processor with the creamed cheese, 
lemon juice, grated rind and the 
Worcester sauce . Blend this until it 
becomes smooth. Remove the mixture, 
place in a bowl and 'fold in' the diced 
olives and fennel, using a long handled 
metal spoon. Add salt and pepper to 
taste and chill in the fridge for about 2 
hours in small dishes . 
To add the finishing touch, place a sprig 
of fennel and slice of lemon on the pate . 
It's delicious served with wholemeal 
toast; the neighbours will be asking you 
for the recipe! 

Home Made Lemonade 

For this yo u will need:-
2 lemons 
1 orange 
1
/, pt cold water 
3 oz icing sugar 
3 sprigs of mint for garnish 

It's a delicious and refreshing summer 
drink and is surprisingly easy to make . 
First finely grate the rind of the lemons 
and orange. Squeeze out the juice and 
add a half a pint of cold water to the 
mixture. Sieve into this the icing sugar. 
Mix all the ingredients together well, 
using a whisk, and leave in the fridge to 
chill for 2 hours. 
Pour into chilled glasses and garnish with 
a slice of lemon and a sprig of mint. 
It's delicious and is much better than 
anything yo u will find in the shops. 
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Country Lover's Diary 
by Dulcie Matthews 

As I have to be three months in front for my 
Editor, my year is always one year behind. 
For this, I hope you will forgive me. Though 
on reflection the months are predictably 
always unpredictable! 

Early May 
and the days are warm and gentle . 
Sunlight turns green leaves into 
shimmering silver. Sitting in the garden I 
watch the tractor lazily ploughing up the 
field opposite my cottage . In its wake fly 
the gulls, gleaming white in contrast to 
the rich brown earth. May bugs are 
emerging from earth-buried grubs, to fly 
clumsily about at dusk. They wear their 
wings in accidental fashion, like amateur 
fliers as they blunder into windows and 
also into me! Early mornings are 
delicate; the wood, still wet from last 
night's showers, becomes ghos tly - arum, 
opaque and eerie green. Luminous 
lanterns in the first light of day. 

June 
Ceaseless rain has turned the wood into 
deep dense green. Air warm and sultry 
creates a steamy jungle. The evening is 
peach melting into night-grey. A full 
moon is wrapping mysterious halos 
around the tree tops . There is such a 
fresh smell of newly mown fields and 
damp vege tation as I walk in the garden 
watching cats chasing night moths. 

Soot everywhere this morning! One of 
the cats had decided to investigate the 
chimney. She emerged indignant, 
embarrassed and very dirty. After so 

Meat from Bank House Farm 

Do you believe Organ ic Farming is good 
for the environment, for animal 1telfare 

and for food quality? 
Then you should cons ider buying meat from 
Bank House Farm, a National Trust organ ic 
fa rm here in the Arnside/Silverdale AONB. 

We can supply Beef and Lamb as well as 
Pork, Ham and Bacon, all from traditional 

native breeds, in conven iently sized 
(c. 201b weight) sensibly priced selection 

packs . All the cuts are packed, labelled and 
ready to cook or freeze, with no bones, offal 

or off-cu ts. 
For more information please ring 

Bill or Cath Grayson 0S24 701280. 

many days of dull grey wetness, the sun 
this morning was resting contentedly on 
fie lds which had been 'combed' - their 
green tresses now lying in neat furrows. 

"Blue and green should never be seen". 
The old adage co!l1es into my mind as I 
look at blue sky through a green lace 
curtain of leaves, then down to a 
spreading carpet of bluebells . How can 
harmony like this be wrong? June is 
ending dismally with days of wind and 
rain. The lane is littered with branches, 
my garden flattened. 

July 
Was it only yesterday that I walked in 
sunshine? Five o'clock, and my door is 
shut against driving rain. Cats and I, 
fire crackling, watch as rain is hurled at 
the windows by a howling wind . 

A grey morning, very still after the fury 
of yes terday. The soft pink rose which 
had opened its petals, now drooped, its 
petals lying sadly on the wet earth . 

The second week into July, and sun 
played hide and seek with rain . I 
watched the tide at Arnside coming in. 
It tripped and rolled onto the shore 
chased by a cold wind. Newly cut verges 
smelt of garlic and aniseed where 
ramsons and sweet cicely had been 
growing. 

Just another normal morning; a mouse 
carefully placed on the kitchen mat, a 
chewed houseplant, and two worms 
lying neatly by the back door. Offerings 
from the cats! Slugs and snails lie 
brazenly on garden paths and decorate 
the outhouse door, drawn out of cover 
by the warm damp weather. 

Where did summer go? For days it has 
rained. Now the wind is co ld, the sky 
angry and heavy, with only the flowers 
to remind me it is summer. They bend 
in the wind, petals swirling. Leaves torn 
prematurely from trees join the petals in 
their dancing. 

July is ending in style. It is late 
afternoon and the sun has at last made 
reluctant clouds smile. My walk past 
Jenny Brown's Po int was a warm but 
gusty one. How amazing that the most 
delicate flowers choose the harshest 
places and seasons to display 
themselves. Harebells clinging to grassy 
slopes put me to shame wi th their 
tenacity. 

Watching the Seasons from my cottage· 
remains a constantly changing world of 
wonder. 

Out in All 
Weathers 
by Tony Riden 

A t the time of writing these notes in 
May, one could reasonably expect to be 
experiencing the warmest and most 
enjoyable time of year to be out and 
about in the countryside. The cold north 
wind and rain we are enduring at the 
moment can't go on much longer before 
the summer sunshine returns . A few 
warm sunny days in early May have 
already given us an appetite for more. 
Winter woodland management work and 
scrub clearance into early Spring has 
already given way to a change of tasks to 
fencing and foo tpath maintenance work. 
Fencing at Heald Brow to separate the 
ancient woodland from the herb-rich 
grassland has made good steady progress 
with a once-a-fortnight visit from the 
volunteer team. The terrain of the site 
has made it difficult going but after five 
visits the job is nearing completion. The 
sighting of the first pearl-bordered 
fri tillaries of the year and arrays of 
primulas and early purple orchids have 
been additional reward. 
Footpath work, trimming vegetation and 
sighting finger posts and waymarkers has 
been very enjoyable and worthwhile 
work, benefitting footpath users and 
visitors in the area. I find it amazing 
how, after many years of walking, cycling, 
surveying and working in the AONB, 
new paths (and even lanes) still reveal 
themselves unexpectedly for the first 
time . This happened to the volunteer 
team that turned out to clear an 
overgrown footpath in Hale on a 
beautiful sunny morning with the birds in 
full song and sprays of wild flowers in 
beauteous surroundings. 
Hale Moss and Leighton Hall path access 
fo r the disabled have had recent visits 
and work from the volunteers as they 
near their 'official' openings. 
Of course, with all the rain we've had, 
the grass is growing long and lush and in 
need of a trim and rake here and there to 
benefit the wild flowers competing for 
space and light, to maintain the visibility 
and condition of historical features or to 
prevent brambles and nettles from 
causing discomfort to those using a 
bench seat for a breather. 
Many tasks are planned for the coming 
summer months, so if you can spare the 
time or would like to contribute and 
become involved with our work, come 
out and join us for a day, have some fun 
and perhaps learn something new and 
help look after and improve this 
wonderful area. 



Bill Grayson 
Warden/Farmer for 
Amside& Silverdale 

THE 
NATIONAL 

TRUST 

Much of my time lately has been spent 
dealing with barriers of one kind or 
another. Mostly these have been physical 
constructions designed to control the 
movements of various kinds of animal 
and so improve the way we manage our 
sites; in other words, hedges and walls. 
Occasionally however, 1 have been 
involved with other less helpful barriers, 
barriers which have more to do with 
people's perceptions of what the Trust is 
doing. 
Dead hedging and electric fencing are 
appearing in Eaves Wood as part of the 
requirement for protecting newly cut 
coppice from being browsed by roe deer. 
Strained wire stock fence is going up in 
selected areas of limestone grassland to 

be properly grazed for the first time in 
years. The Trust is about to acquire its 
own flock of Hebridean sheep, a rare 
breed with a proven record of achieving 
gains for nature conservation, and these 
animals, about 25 in all, will graze the 
fenced areas. 
Yet more fence has been installed at Jack 
Scout but here its function is as much 
public safety as stock control. It runs 
along the cliff top overlooking Cow's 
Mouth. 
Accompanying all these physical 
boundaries however, comes a problem of 
public perception, as visitors see the 
familiar views being changed or 
experience some restriction of their 
movements. An organisation like the 
National Trust which depends ultimately 
on public support for its work cannot 
afford to risk upsetting local opinion for 
nothing. However, here in the 
Arnside/Silverdale AONB the biological 
interest is of such high national 
importance that appropriate management 
must be undertaken to safeguard its 
wildlife. 
So my efforts regarding this particular 
barrier, the barrier of understanding, are 
to do all in my power to break it down. 
To this end the Trust has organised a 
short programme of meetings, walks and 
talks in which local people, especially, are 
being encouraged to come and view the 
work, to discuss what it is expected to 
achieve and to try to assess how far it will 
proceed and at what rate. The first walk 
in Eaves Wood will be past when this 
article is published but another is 
scheduled for Sunday, 17th July at 
Arnside Knott, following an indoor 
meeting on 13th July in which Katherine 
Hearn, the Trust's National Adviser for 
Nature Conservation will speak. 
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• John Wilson 
Leighton Moss 

Many thanks to all who responded to my 
request in the last Keer to Kent for 
details of siskins in gardens . In all, I 
received almost 30 reports. It obviously 
has been a good winter for this delightful 
species and they have been very 
widespread in the area, many of them 
stopping well into April, feeding on well 
stocked peanut baskets. Several 
correspondents reported small numbers 
of bramblings also coming to feeders, 
especially those with seed in, and again 
they stopped well into April by which 
time many of the males had assumed full 
summer plumage, a most delightful 
sight! I also had several reports of 
goldfinches taking peanuts. This seems 
to be a new habit. We had two on the 
reserve's feeding station and I would be 
interested in any other reports. 
Still, winter is now well over, and what a 
delight spring is. At Leighton we have 
two pairs of marsh harriers (one up on 
last year) and one has already hatched 
young. The four male bitterns are 
booming extremely well, retaining the 
population of previous years despite 
losing at least three birds over the 
winter. About forty pairs of our 
speciality, bearded tits, are busy feeding 
broods in the drier parts of the reedbed. 
New colonists this year include up to ten 
ruddy duck, a delightful species with a 
bright blue bill which it 'stutters' as it 
displays to the female. 
Ospreys visited on several occasions in 
May. Indeed on one 'Bittern Safari' we 
had one fishing right in front of a 
crowded hide, while another perched on 
a dead tree. Other unusual species have 
included little egret, hobby and a good 
variety of waders, including a record 
count of 33 ruff. Two black necked 
grebes visited on two occasions, raising 
our hopes that they may breed but they 
quickly moved on. 
This is our 30th Anniversary year and to 
mark this we have twinned with a 
reserve in Hungary, Lake Kolon in the 
Kiskunshag National Park, east of 
Budapest. The reedbed is at least ten 
times the size of Leighton, and of course 
they have many more heron species 
than we have. We have a display in the 
Centre showing the special birds of the 
area. They do have similar problems to 
us, mainly of reed encroachment, with 
very little open water remaining so we 
are exchanging information on 
management methods. Two members of 
the staff attended out celebration and 
we hope to make a return visit later this 
year. 

Robert 
Petley-
Jones 
Site Manager 

ENGLISH 
NATURE 

Gait Barrows Nature Reserve 

An essential element of any nature 
reserve work is that of monitoring the 
health of the species and natural 
communities that occur there, especially 
those that are rare and where 
management has been carried out to 
encourage such species to thrive. 
An important butterfly site should always 
have a butterfly transect - at Gait 
Barrows NNR there are three! These are 
walked every week through the spring 
and summer to see how our rare and 
local butterflies are reacting to the past 
few years of habitat management. 
In addition to this, particularly scarce 
species are closely watched, although the 
success of such survey is always at the 
whim of Mother Nature's temper! The 
spring surveys of Duke of Burgundy were 
typically hampered by wet and windy 
weather, while the intended search for 
newly emerged High Brown Fritillary 
caterpillars was rendered impossible 
when I found that the paint markers 
close to egg sites had been eaten by slugs 
over the winter! 
Other survey has included a bird census 
of Hawes Water and the Moss, following 
the first stage of scrub clearance last 
autumn. Here, although the reedbed still 
has to regrow in the newly open areas, it 
is still important to know how soon the 
rare bird species react to the changes. 
So, although it is still too soon to expect 
successful breeding, I was delighted to 
see a bittern in the newly cleared area as 
it walked along a deep ditch among the 
fresh shoots of reed a very hopeful sign 
for the future. 

STAR BUYS 

New arrivals in the AONB Office 
include Tea Towels and Shopping 
Bags, priced £2.25 each. The tea 
towels have scenes in the AONB 

printed in olive green and the bags 
have the Bittern Logo, also in olive 
green. These items are a must in 
any domstic household so hurry 
along to the Office with your 

shopping lists! 
There are still plenty of greeting 
cards, sweatshirts and T shirts in 
stock. What we really need-is a 

department store! 
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Dates for 
your Diary 
July: 
*Thurs 14th "The Beetham Trail " with 
Tony Riden, Assistant Countryside 
Management Officer. A walk along the trail 
using the leaflet produced by the 
Countryside Management Service and 
Tony's additional knowledge of botany and 
birds. Meet at 7.30 pm in the Heron Corn 
Mill Car Park, Beetham. 

*Sat 30th Sponsored Cross Bay Walk 
with Cedric Robinson . Meet on the shore at 
Silverdale at 11. 15 am. Participants will 
need to arrange their own transport to 
Silverdale and from Kents Bank. 

Sat 30th Moth evening at Gait Barrows. 
Assemble at the barn at 9-9.30 pm. Event 
will continue until the early hours, even if it 
rains! Good chance to see glow worms. 

*Landscape Trust events 

MEMBERSHIP: Walks, talks and events! 
I/we would like to learn more about the heritage and natural history in this 
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completed form to: The Membership Secretary, Arnside/Silverdale AONB 
Landscape Trust, The Old Station Buildings, Amside, Camforth, Lanes LAS OHG 

August: 
*Thurs 11th "Of Rocks and Man " with 

Ian Henderson, Countryside Management 
Officer. A walk along the trail using the 
leaflet produced by the Countryside 
Management Service and Ian's additional 
knowledge and experience of working in 
the area. Meet in the New Inn Car Park, 
Yealand Conyers, at 7.00 pm. 

September: 
*Thurs 22nd A visit to the new 
Coastguard Station in Arnside with George 
Crossman, Coastguard Auxilliary in Charge. 
George will explain the work of the volunteer 
coastguards and show us round the station. 
Meet at 7.45 pm. Bring torches for the 
return walk along the Promenade 
afterwards. Park at the Western end of the 
Promenade. 

October: 
*Thurs 13th "Birds of the Estuary". 
A talk by John Wilson, RSPB Warden of 
Leighton Moss. Meet at the Reserve 
Centre, Leighton Moss, at 7.45 pm. 

To ..... .................................................... Bank 

.......................... .. .. ............ .... ..... Branch 

................ .. .... ...... ... ......................... ... . Mdress 
Please pay Halifax Building Society, 
Royalty Mall. Arndale Centre, Morecambe 
(bank sort code I 1-05-36) for the credit of 
Arnside/Silverdale AONB Landscape 
Trust (account no. 2/26721273-1) 

the sum of ......... ... ................. (minimum £6.00) 
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(date of first payment) and thereafter every 
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